
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 4, 2021  

Easter Day 

Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Three 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 



 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE  



 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. 

Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward 

the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

CHILDREN'S BLESSING 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 



  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM REFRAIN 

 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2Let Israel | now declare, 

  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 

 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD.  

PSALM TONE 



 

 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation. R 

 

 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. R 



 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 

received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 

that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five 

hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I 

am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 

than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so 

we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 

stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and 

saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went 

into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying 

with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

 

  11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw 

two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 

do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 



there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and 

she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now the Green Blade Rises (ELW 379) 



CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting God's promise of new life, we pray for the healing of the church, the world, and all creation. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! You bring us from death to life with Christ. 

Strengthen us so that your church may be a sign of resurrection in the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

   

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Bring life anew to all creation: sky, earth, and seas; sun, 

moon, and stars; plants and animals. Teach us to treasure and defend what you have declared to be good. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

   

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Bring an end to war, violence and systems of 

oppression. Empower leaders who listen for wisdom's voice. Cause righteousness to spring up among the 

nations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.   



Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Your power extends to the depths of the grave. Protect those who 

tend to the sick and the suffering. Bring peace to all who are in the depths of sorrow. Heal all who are ill and 

comfort the grieving. Especially those we name now in heart and with voice.... Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill us with joy as we celebrate together, in changing times and 

new ways. Restore and renew our connections, that our fellowship may be deeper than our differences. Multiply 

our joy so that we share it freely with others. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! You drew the amazing, the terrified, and the 

weeping to the empty tomb. Gather us with your people of all times and places to wonder at your power and 

rejoice in your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

To you, Living God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one with whom we have 

been raised to new life, Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

We will now be sent into breakout rooms for 10 minutes to share words of greeting and peace. Breakout rooms 

are NOT recorded or broadcast on Facebook. 

 

MEAL 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Members of Gethsemane Lutheran Church’s Choir present “The Day of Resurrection” by Stephen Tappe 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth bread from the 

earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious 

presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION SONG 

 

 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) 



 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 

life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 

may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (ELW 382) 



 



  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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