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Seventh Sunday of Easter - Ascension of Jesus

Sunday, May 16, 2021

“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.” John 17:17

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
● If you are visiting with us this morning, we’d love to meet you! We invite you to fill out

a visitor card at http://www.glcportland.org/visitor.

● Today is the last day to sign up for a small group. Join with friends! Register at
http://glcportland.org/onthevine. Look for an email confirmation this week with details.

● We are offering a special outdoor worship service next Sunday for Pentecost. Please
RSVP so we can ensure safe social distancing. https://forms.gle/4jyznkfMP1yPsHdV6

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
http://www.glcportland.org/visitor
http://glcportland.org/onthevine
https://forms.gle/4jyznkfMP1yPsHdV6


GATHERING HYMN, ELW #834



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE REFRAIN



CANTICLE OF PRAISE



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God, your beloved Son ascended into the heavens and has never ceased interceding for
us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world. Continue your saving work among us, bringing
everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Join us for Sunday School on Zoom at 1pm today. Email youth@glcportland.org for the link.
All are welcome!

mailto:youth@glcportland.org


WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11

A reading from Acts.

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the
promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore
the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father
has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as
you saw him go into heaven."

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 1
The Lord knows the way of the righteous. (Ps. 1:6)

REFRAIN

TONE

ALTERNATE TONE

 



Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
 Their delight is in the law | of the Lord,
  and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R

 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that |
do not wither;
  everything they | do shall prosper.
 It is not so | with the wicked;
  they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
  nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
 For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous,
  but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

A reading from Ephesians.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as
you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the
working of his great power.

God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 17:6-21

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his
disciples and for all who would believe in him through their words.

[Jesus prayed:] “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have
believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world,
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and I am coming to you.

Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we
are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded
them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might
be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may
have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your
word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for
their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.

I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their
word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us,
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY, ELW #742



CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
You are invited to share in the Zoom chat or comment on Facebook with the prayer joys and
concerns that you bring with you this morning.

Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all of
creation.

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving help,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We will now be sent into breakout rooms for 10 minutes to share words of greeting and peace.
Breakout rooms are NOT recorded or broadcast on Facebook.



OFFERING
Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of Gethsemane Lutheran
Church. You may give online at www.glcportland.org/give. Please also consider giving of your
time in service on our church grounds, as we prepare for a gradual return to in-person worship.

OFFERTORY, ELW #182

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As
you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

http://www.glcportland.org/give


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
All are welcome to celebrate virtual communion as part of our online worship this morning!
Any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. If you are communing at home, please hold up
the bread and the cup as Pastor Elizabeth says these words:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
If you are in a group at home, you may distribute the elements to each person who is communing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer despair, water
to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and☩ give you peace.
Amen.



SENDING SONG, ELW #393

DISMISSAL
Claimed by the Spirit and lifted up in grace,
go forth to serve God and love one another.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE


