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Sixth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 9, 2021

“There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (John 15:13)

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you are visiting with us this morning, we’d love to meet you! We invite you to fill out a visitor
card at http://www.glcportland.org/visitor.

Small groups start the week of Pentecost! Sign up here: https://forms.gle/iw32H81y167L5mky8.
Questions? Email pastor@glcportland.org.

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (ELW 807)



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE REFRAIN



CANTICLE OF PRAISE



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, you promise us joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that,
loving you above all things, we give our lives in service and witness, through Jesus Christ, your
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Join us for Sunday School on Zoom at 1pm today. Email youth@glcportland.org for the link.

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit
comes upon them. Peter commands that Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been
poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.
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Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Then they invited him to stay for several days.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 98
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands. (Ps. 98:4)

Cantor Tone:

Congregation Response:

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
O Lord, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R

Sing to the Lord| with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the Lord.
Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to | judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity. R



SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6
A reading from 1 John.
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments.
Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves
the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God
and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And
his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And
this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood,
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete.“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not
know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever
you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)



CREED
Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds among all
Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving thanks for the life and
witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the earth with
your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may
call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Faithful Savior, your undying love is for all people. Your righteousness is the way of justice and
liberation. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders, so that the peoples of the world
may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those who are sick
or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-changing
responses to these needs in our own communities. Comfort and care for all, especially those we
name now in heart and with voice… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and mothering
people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who grieve, those who
grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Gentle Redeemer, we remember with thanksgiving those saints (including Julian of Norwich)
who shared your love throughout their lives. We know that those who die in you abide in your
love forever. Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We will now be sent into breakout rooms for 10 minutes to share words of greeting and peace.
Breakout rooms are NOT recorded or broadcast on Facebook.

OFFERING
Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of Gethsemane Lutheran
Church. You may give online at www.glcportland.org/give.

SPECIAL MUSIC from Oregon Synod Assembly

OFFERTORY

http://www.glcportland.org/give


OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings.
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you
and to respond in love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The God of all grace☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE


