
Gethsemane Lutheran Church 

11560 SE Market St, Portland, OR 97216 

glcportland.org | (503) 256-1835 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland 

  

Third Sunday After Pentecost 

June 13, 2021 
 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 

has become new! - 2 Cor. 5:17 

GATHERING 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS      

● If you are visiting with us this morning, we’d love to meet you! We invite you to fill out a 

visitor card at http://www.glcportland.org/visitor. 

 

● Welcome Ethan Carleton! We are excited to announce that Ethan is joining our staff as 

a part-time, temporary Audio-Visual Sound Engineer. 

 

● Mark your calendars to join us for worship in person on Sunday, June 27th. We will 

continue to livestream our services. More details to come! 

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Creator, the ☩ Redeemer, and the Sustainer. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our sin to live 

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to your Word, we may 

confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
http://www.glcportland.org/visitor


GATHERING HYMN, This is My Father’s World, ELW #824 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE          

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 





 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 

yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Please join us for Vacation Bible School on July 12th to 16th! 

 

WORD  

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 

Thus says the Lord God: 

I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. 

I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 

On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, 

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

and become a noble cedar. 

Under it every kind of bird will live; 

in the shade of its branches will nest 

winged creatures of every kind. 

All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. 

I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; 

I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 

I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 

 

It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, 

and to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

to tell of your lovingkindness early in the morning 

and of your faithfulness in the night season; 

on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 

and to the melody of the harp. 

For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; 

and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 

shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

they shall still bear fruit in old age; 

they shall be green and succulent; 

that they may show how upright the Lord is, 

my rock, in whom there is no fault. 

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 

 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 

away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 

would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 

away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good 

or evil. 

For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore 

all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but 

for him who died and was raised for them. 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once 

knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in 

Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL:  Mark 4:26-34 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 4th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 

earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the 

grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 

it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON: Reflections on Faith from the People of Gethsemane 

● When have you felt a Holy Spirit nudge - like a seed - planted in your life? What was the 

“seed”? What did it grow into?  

● What kinds of seeds have been planted at Gethsemane? If you could plant a seed in our 

church, what would it be? 

 

Poem: “On the Parables of the Mustard Seed” by Denise Levertov 

https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2018/6/12/on-the-parables-of-the-

mustard-seed-by-denise-levertov  

https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2018/6/12/on-the-parables-of-the-mustard-seed-by-denise-levertov
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2018/6/12/on-the-parables-of-the-mustard-seed-by-denise-levertov


HYMN OF THE DAY, Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth, ELW #735 

 
 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the Living God in prayer. 

 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every heart. Enliven all people, so that the good news 

of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Creator, the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths of the soil to 

the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places suffering drought. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Hold them to account for the sake 

of your righteousness, that all people may find liberation from oppression. Give us courage to 

work for justice so that your peace may flourish.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Loving God, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who call on you. 

Help us to work to break cycles of poverty and homelessness. Comfort and sustain those we 

name now in heart and with voice… Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Joyful God, this house of faith belongs to you. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes 

from this place and will soon ring out once again; the laughter of children, the melody of voice 

and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. We 

look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE              

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

We will now be sent into breakout rooms for 10 minutes to share words of greeting and peace. 

Breakout rooms are NOT recorded or broadcast on Facebook.  

OFFERING               

Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of Gethsemane Lutheran 

Church. You may give online at www.glcportland.org/give. 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


 

OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, 

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 

and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of the One who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

All are welcome to celebrate virtual communion as part of our online worship this morning!   

Any bread and wine, water or juice may be used.  

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right that we should at all times and in all places  

offer thanks and praise to you, O God, holy Creator, through Christ our Lord;  

who on this day overcame death and the grave,  

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

If you are communing at home, please hold up the bread and cup with Pr. Elizabeth: 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

that by this Holy Communion we may know 

the unity we share with all your people 

in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

A version of The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 



 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that 

we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that 

we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 

Amen 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Sustainer, bless you now and forever. 

SENDING SONG, Sent Forth By God’s Blessing, ELW #547 (next page) 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE  



SENDING SONG, Sent Forth By God’s Blessing, ELW #547 

 


