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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 19, 2021
“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.”
- James 3:8
GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in.
Our worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. Only the
presenters in our worship will be recorded. Please see an usher if you have any
questions.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
God our comforter:
It is so easy for us to lose sight of you. Trapped by fear, we close our hearts
to your presence. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our
faces away from injustice and oppression. Free us from our sin, gracious
God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love
our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩
Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty – ELW 858

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, our teacher and guide, you call us to live in peace with each other and
serve you with our whole hearts. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish
ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Welcome families! The children are invited to come forward for a blessing
from Pr. Elizabeth. Our nursery (ages birth to 3) is open, but there is no
Sunday School this morning. We’re so glad you are here!

WORD
FIRST READING: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
A reading from Numbers.
4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept
again, and said, "If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to
eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and
the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at."
10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the
entrances of their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was
displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD, "Why have you treated your servant
so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of
all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to
them, that you should say to me, 'Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries
a sucking child,' to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors?
13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to
me and say, 'Give us meat to eat!' 14I am not able to carry all this people alone,
for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put
me to death at once — if I have found favor in your sight — and do not let me
see my misery."
16So the LORD said to Moses, "Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel,
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring
them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.
24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he
gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent.
25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of
the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.

26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named
Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but
they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a
young man ran and told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the
camp." 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen
men, said, "My lord Moses, stop them!" 29But Moses said to him, "Are you
jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's people were prophets, and that
the LORD would put his spirit on them!"
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 54
REFRAIN

TONE

1Save me, O God, | by your name;
in your might, de- | fend my cause.
2Hear my | prayer, O God;

give ear to the words | of my mouth.
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life,
those who have no re- | gard for God.
4Behold, God | is my helper;
it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. R

5Render evil to those who | spy on me;
in your faithful- | ness, destroy them.
6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O Lord, for | it is good.
7For you have rescued me from | every trouble,
and my eye looks down | on my enemies. R

SECOND READING: James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a
A reading from James.
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the
truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly,
unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will

also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4:
1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they
not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something
and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have,
because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to
God, and he will draw near to you.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 2:13-22
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd gathered around him,
and he taught them. 14As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, "Follow me." And he got up and
followed him.

15And as he sat at dinner in Levi's house, many tax collectors and sinners were
also sitting with Jesus and his disciples — for there were many who followed
him. 16When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners
and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, "Why does he eat with tax
collectors and sinners?" 17When Jesus heard this, he said to them, "Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to
call not the righteous but sinners."
18Now John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and
said to him, "Why do John's disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples do not fast?" 19Jesus said to them, "The wedding guests
cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have
the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20The days will come when the
bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day.
21No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch
pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. 22And no
one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,
and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh
wineskins."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Let Me Be Your Servant – ELW 659

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.
God of community, we pray for the church around the world and our church
family here at Gethsemane. Unite us in our love for you. Help us overcome our
divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to
care for this world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and
individual efforts to heal our environment. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of cooperation, we pray for peace in our neighborhoods, on our streets, in
our country and across the world. Empower leaders to dismantle oppressive

systems. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in
their home or city. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of compassion, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness.
Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Sustain and
strengthen those who remember now, in heart and with voice… Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and
pray for all who grieve today. Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please remain seated for a brief moment of silent reflection.

OFFERING
Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of
Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may give online at
www.glcportland.org/give or with Venmo.

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you
have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Guide us as we serve you by serving others in our community,
neighborhood, and world, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
All are welcome to celebrate communion! If you are joining us via livestream,
you may commune from home. Any bread and wine, water or juice may be
used. Please hold up bread and cup as Pastor says these words:
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your
praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across
the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those
who suffer; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his love for us on the
way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among
your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy
God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, world without end.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
This morning we pray the Lord’s Prayer from the Anglican New Zealand
prayer book:
Gathered into one by the Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
If you did not pick up a communion cup as you entered, please see an usher.
Please dispose of your cup as you exit the sanctuary today.

COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG: Eat This Bread - ELW 472

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us
at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us
forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and
evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing hope to a suffering world. The
holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: What a Friend We Have in Jesus – ELW 742

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen
without interruption. Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
● GLC Hymn Survey 2021:What music makes your heart sing? What hymns
encourage and renew your faith? Please visit this form link to tell us your
favorite hymn(s), and Pr. Elizabeth will work to include them in our worship
services: https://forms.gle/nfnqR71h78pmBCPn6 If you can't remember the
name, here are some links to look up hymns online:
• https://hymnary.org/hymnal/ELW2006 (ELW)
• https://hymnary.org/hymnal/WOV (WOV)
• https://hymnary.org/hymnal/TFBF1999 (TFF)
• https://hymnary.org/hymnal/LBoW1978 LBW)
● Youth Firefighter Collection items needed: Prayers, bar soap, cotton boot
socks, toothbrushes, pillows/sleeping bags, protein bars/high-calorie
snacks, monetary donations.
● Worship with us on Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505 To
join by phone, call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505.
Or find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland.

● Church council meets this Tuesday, September 21 at 7pm on Zoom. Visit
http://www.glcportland.org/finances to read the council meeting minutes
online. Please call the office for the password.
HEALTH GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP
● Please sign in when you arrive. This is helpful both
for church attendance records and contact tracing.
There is a sign-in sheet in the Narthex.
● We follow Multnomah County health guidelines and
synod recommendations regarding the wearing of
face masks. We update these guidelines as official
recommendations change based on risk conditions, community spread and
hospital caseloads. As of August 10th, face masks are required for all
visitors, members and building users, regardless of vaccination status.
A limited supply of disposable masks are available in the narthex.
● Please care for one another and be mindful of each other’s space – be sure
to ask before hugging, touching, or shaking hands with one another.
● We are continuing to use no-contact communion cups. Gluten-free wafers
with wine or grape juice are available.
● Don’t forget to drop off your offering! There is a plate and offering
envelopes at the back of the sanctuary.
● Let’s have grace and respect one another. Welcome home!

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)!

