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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 5, 2021
“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God.” - Isaiah 35:4
GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you
sign in and wear a mask. Our worship service is broadcast live on Zoom
and Facebook. Only the presenters in our worship will be recorded.
Please see an usher if you have any questions.
BLESSING FOR SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
O God, our times are in your hand. Look with favor, we pray, on these
your servants as they begin another year. Grant that they grow in wisdom and grace, and help them to trust in your goodness all the days of
their lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
God our comforter:
It is so easy for us to lose sight of you. Trapped by fear, we close our
hearts to your presence. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. Free us from
our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead
us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in
☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts
through faith. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN: We Come to You for Healing, ELW #617, 1-3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

REFRAIN

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us
a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through
Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here!

WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
A reading from Isaiah.
4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7a
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

REFRAIN

TONE

PSALM: Psalm 146
1
Hal- | lelujah!
Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
3
Put not your | trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there | is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish. R

5

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who
hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
8
The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who |
are bowed down;
the LORD| loves the righteous. R

9

The LORD cares | for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of
the wicked.
10
The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R

SECOND READING: James 5:13-20
A reading from James.
13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful?
They should sing songs of praise. 14Are any among you sick? They
should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has
committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of
the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.
19
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the
truth and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever
brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from
death and will cover a multitude of sins.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24

[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape
notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.
26
Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They
brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and
they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private,
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear
and the mute to speak.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Amazing Grace, ELW #779, verses 1-4

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.
Holy One, you bring your people together in worship, in times of health
and in times of sickness. As we seek safe ways to worship you that require distance and separation, unite us as one body of faith. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Living God, you provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed
hungry plants. Care for all creation in this time when wildfires rage
across the land. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have
made. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Righteous God, you show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations.
Encourage leaders and governments to work with one another for the

common good. As we celebrate all workers this Labor Day, unite us in
seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Compassionate God, you accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence or persecution, protect any who are in danger,
and sustain them through uncertain and unstable times. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, your touch restores bodies and hearts to wholeness. Comfort those who mourn, heal those who are ill, and bring your life-giving
power to those we remember now, in heart and with voice… Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Eternal God, you embrace all who have died in the faith and brought
them into your glorious presence. We thank you for their example and
rejoice in their lives. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. We trust
in you.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please remain in your seat for a moment of peaceful reflection. Those
joining us via livestream have the option of joining a breakout room.
Breakout rooms are NOT recorded or broadcast.
OFFERING
Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of
Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may give with Venmo online or at
www.glcportland.org/give.

OFFERTORY: Create in Me A Clean Heart, ELW #186

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may
come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.
Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
All are welcome to celebrate communion as part of our worship this
morning! If you are joining us via livestream, any bread and wine, water
or juice may be used. Please hold up the bread and the cup as Pastor
Elizabeth says these words:

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever.
LAMB OF GOD

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
If you did not pick up a communion cup as you entered, please see an
usher. Please dispose of your cup as you exit the sanctuary today.
COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

COMMUNION SONG: Eat This Bread, ELW #472

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing hope to a suffering
world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG: Let Streams of Living Justice, ELW #710

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE
Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to
listen without interruption. Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
●
Youth Firefighter Collection items needed: Prayers, bar soap,
cotton boot socks, tooth-brushes, pillows/sleeping bags, protein
bars/high-calorie snacks, monetary donations.
Mark your calendars for a blessing of our students on September
●
26 (new date).
Thank you to all who participated in the “Connecting Conversa●
tions” small groups led by our Transition Team. Question for the team?
Contact Sharon Magnuson or Deb Postelwait.

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)!

