Gethsemane Lutheran Church
11560 SE Market St, Portland, OR 97216
glcportland.org | (503) 256-1835
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 19, 2021
“You, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.”
Luke 1:49
GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our
worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. Only the presenters in
our worship will be recorded. Please see an usher if you have any questions.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES
We praise you, O God, for this evergreen circle
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent.
As we light the candles on this wreath,
open our eyes to see your presence in unexpected places.
Fill our hearts with your love, that we may sing
of your advent among us in the word made flesh.
Grant this through Christ our Savior,
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
CANDLE-LIGHTING SONG, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, ELW #257

* Please stand as you are able.

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fulfills his promise,
who becomes one of us, for the sake of our salvation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We struggle to believe your promises.
We falter in your call to tend creation.
We find our sense of self in material goods.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus, looks with favor upon you!
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
☩ your sins are forgiven.
You are children of the Most High,
claimed by God and sustained in grace.
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, ELW #251

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray,
Dear God, thank you for loving us. Thank you for sending Jesus to be born. You
know what it is like to be a baby, a child, a grown up. You love us just as we are.
Help us to serve you and love others.
In Jesus name,
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING Micah 6:1-12
A reading from Micah.
Hear what the LORD says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the LORD has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3
"O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
5
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD."
6
"With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
7
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"

8

He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
9
The voice of the LORD cries to the city
(it is sound wisdom to fear your name):
Hear, O tribe and assembly of the city!
10
Can I forget the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked,
and the scant measure that is accursed?
11
Can I tolerate wicked scales
and a bag of dishonest weights?
12
Your wealthy are full of violence;
your inhabitants speak lies,
with tongues of deceit in their mouths.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Luke 1:46b-55
Refrain

Tone

46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me

and holy | is your name.
50You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation. R

51You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55the promise made | to our forebears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R

SECOND READING: Jeremiah 13:1-11
A reading from Jeremiah.
1

Thus said the LORD to me, "Go and buy yourself a linen loincloth, and put it on
your loins, but do not dip it in water." 2So I bought a loincloth according to the
word of the LORD, and put it on my loins. 3And the word of the LORD came to me
a second time, saying, 4Take the loincloth that you bought and are wearing, and go
now to the Euphrates, and hide it there in a cleft of the rock. 5So I went, and hid it
by the Euphrates, as the LORD commanded me. 6And after many days the LORD
said to me, "Go now to the Euphrates, and take from there the loincloth that I
commanded you to hide there." 7Then I went to the Euphrates, and dug, and I took
the loincloth from the place where I had hidden it. But now the loincloth was
ruined; it was good for nothing.

8

Then the word of the LORD came to me: 9Thus says the LORD: Just so I will ruin
the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. 10This evil people, who refuse
to hear my words, who stubbornly follow their own will and have gone after other
gods to serve them and worship them, shall be like this loincloth, which is good for
nothing. 11For as the loincloth clings to one's loins, so I made the whole house of
Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me, says the LORD, in order that they
might be for me a people, a name, a praise, and a glory. But they would not listen.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-45
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is
she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the
Lord."
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came, ELW #265

*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that
yearn for God’s presence.
Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts
and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your
transforming grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Make us
servants of your creation that brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those
who seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and
all who call our attention to imbalances of power. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Comfort those who are ill
or in any kind of need, especially those we remember now in heart and with
voice…. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until
that day when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of new life, receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please remain in your seats for a moment of quiet reflection.
OFFERING
Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of
Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may give online at www.glcportland.org/give or
with Venmo.
OFFERTORY: Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow, ELW #884

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and
with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new in the day when he comes again to judge the world in
righteousness. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
All are welcome to celebrate communion! If you are joining us via livestream, you
may commune from home. Any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. Please
hold up bread and cup as Pastor says these words:
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your
praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath.
We praise you, O God.
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across the
wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those who
suffer; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to
the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your
people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, world without end.
Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
This morning we pray the Lord’s Prayer from the Anglican New Zealand prayer
book:
Gathered into one by the Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe;
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world;
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings;
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trial too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
If you did not pick up a communion cup as you entered, please see an usher. Please
dispose of your cup as you exit the sanctuary today.
COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

*COMMUNION SONG: Ubi Caritas, ELW #814

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray,
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of the day to come,
when your peace and justice liberate all people. Send us forth to make known your
deeds and testify to the righteousness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
*BLESSING
The God of hope
fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit,
through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

*SENDING SONG: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling, ELW #631

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen
without interruption. Thank you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
● Join us for Bible Study on Tuesday, December 21st at 10 am in the
conference room and on Zoom. https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87038575330
●

Pr. Elizabeth is offering a “sacred pause” online gathering on Wednesdays
at noon during Advent. Join us on December 22nd at Noon on Zoom.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87225860404

●

Come shop at the Holiday Sale in the Narthex hallway. Cash only (change not
available). And get your bids in for the silent auction for the quilts!

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)!

