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From the Council President
February 23rd, 2022
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
Starting on Ash Wednesday (March
2nd) we will be entering the Lenten
Season. Lent is a solemn religious observance in the Christian liturgical calendar. It commemorates the 40 days
Jesus spent fasting in the desert, according to the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and
Luke, before beginning his public ministry, during which he endured temptation
by Satan. Lent goes from Ash Wednesday until its conclusion on Easter Sunday
(Wednesday March 2nd to Sunday April 17th). We will have Ash Wednesday Services on the 2nd at Gethsemane: one at noon and the second service at 7pm.
The rest of the schedule will be finalized soon and shared by the worship team,
and possibly our new interim pastor during the week of the Ash Wednesday service. Anna will send out an email to let everyone know or you might check the
church bulletins during services.
Our faithful servants are working very hard to keep us moving in a positive direction. The Transition Team is working on taking the info from the surveys that
many of you filled out to prepare for meetings that we will be offering for meaningful discussions to work through some of the issues that face our church. This is
very important work that needs to take place and we need everyone to buy in for
us to move forward. This team is also completing our church profile that will be
sent to the Oregon Synod so we can move closer to forming a call committee
when we have everything in place to be ready to call our next pastor. In the
meantime, we will have a new interim pastor coming in early March to help us
with the work I have described above. I want to take to time to thank Pastor
Melissa Reed for her guidance and hard work that she has provided us. She is determined to push us so we can get the work done in a timely fashion to meet our
goals.
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The Covid Team has also put in a lot of time on keeping us on track with the guidelines that the
State of Oregon and Multnomah County sends out to keep our members safe and healthy. We
might not agree with the info we receive but we will follow it. The Oregon Synod Bishop also sends
us up to date guidelines that helps the Covid Team make its decisions. We will reopen the coffee bar
on March 6th and keep you informed when new guidelines are put in place.
The Worship Team has also been working hard. We have lost some active participants in this group
so they are working super hard to keep people participating more often than they previously were.
We know they need cantors, readers, ushers and presenters etc. Please help them by sharing your
talents and a willingness to help so that we don’t burn out those that are stepping up and meeting
the needs that are needed for good church services.
I would also like to thank the church council for all that they do. We would very much like to see
someone work with Patty Olson in the position of Stewardship. Patty has accepted the position and
will attend the council meetings. She really would like to work with a partner. Please faithfully consider working with her.
Our staff is working very hard and we appreciate all that it takes to do their jobs. It takes a team that
is devoted to doing the work of the church to make our church run smoothly. Your efforts are greatly appreciated.
I also want to thank the members of the church who are working in and around the church doing
many things to help us out. I know who you are and I can’t thank you enough for your contributions.
In closing, I want to let you know that if you have lost a loved one recently, we are praying for you
and want you to know that you are loved by your church family. We are thinking of you and want
you to know that we are here for you.
God Bless,
Ernie

Gethsemane Youth Happenings
Mark 3:20
Then Jesus went home, and again such a crowd
gathered that he and the disciples were unable
even to eat a meal. When Jesus’ relatives heard
of this, they went out to take charge of him,
thinking that he had lost his mind. The religious
scholars who had come down from Jerusalem
said of Jesus, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,”
and “He casts out demons through the ruler of
demons.”
Summoning them, Jesus spoke in parables: “How
can Satan cast out Satan? If a realm is torn by
civil strife, it cannot last. If a household is divided according to loyalties, it will not survive…”
#GethsemaneYouth have been busy figuring out how to be in this world, in this school environment,
in this church in this new still-ever-changing pandemic world. Micah said to me just the other day
“Mom, COVID sucks. I wish it would just get better.” Me too, kiddo. Through all of this I am proud of
the growth, the commitment and the faith they have exhibited. Varbah, Grace and Andy show up
faithfully, ready to participate and jump in with both feet - planned or unplanned. KC and Micah
have been so flexible these last two years; dragged to mom’s work, stuck home while dad sleeps, being the church kids on Sundays sometimes is hard (and at alllll the events). Edwina is a part of our
church council, serving as the CYFM Committee Chair, and has been present when we’ve needed her
most - and is a rock for her growing family; Zeke is just the cutest!
As we enter into Lent we enter a time of repentance, fasting, prayer and solemn reflection. The kids
will spend time considering Jesus’ Seven Last Words: know, truth, here, forsaken, thirsty, finished,
commend - and a celebratory word for Easter: believe!
We mustn’t forget; Jesus also spoke directly to the daughters of Jerusalem on his green mile walk to
The Skull Place. Jesus knew his destination, and chose in those moments to continue to teach. Jesus
did not allow the Romans, his nay-sayers, or those who disagreed with his message tuck it away in a
drawer or be less of himself for the sake of empire.
We teach our children to be good people and stick up for the right thing. Each morning as KC and
Micah get out of the car for school I leave them with “I love you! Have a good day, be a good
friend!” It sounds silly, and they think it’s really lame - yet, I hear the chasms of withdrawal and pandemic stress and the ways some of the kids at Mill Park Elementary just need good friends. Friends
who accept them for their messy eating, their rough basketball playing, their impulsivity, their long

...continued on next page —>

<—continued from previous page…
hair, their bald heads, their loud outbursts and their inability to be good friends. Grace. These kids
just need grace, right? With each other, for each other, from each other, from the adults at school
and at home…their adults need it too. Good friends who are willing to say: I see your messy eating,
and I’ll still eat next to you because I can be messy sometimes too. I know you punched me in the
back last week; that really hurt my feelings, I’m not okay with that because it hurt my body and my
feelings - I’ll still play tag with you today if you won’t hit me again.
As we enter into Lent, I wonder…what if we emanate Jesus’ final lesson? Even when we see injustice
being persecuted, keep speaking. Keep teaching and educating. Keep doing the next right thing
(okay; that one came from Anna from Frozen..).
There was an entire mob of people shouting “crucify him!” I wonder how many of them came around
to the idea that “Clearly, this was God’s Own!” (Matthew 27:54) like the centurion? If we practice loving our neighbors and our enemies everyday and get out of our cars to have a good day and be a
good friend, then maybe we can carry everyone to a place that is welcoming to everyone and leave
no one behind.
We must try.
I love you all. Have a good day. Be a good friend.

Covid Team
The Covid Team met recently and our decisions
are as follows:
•

Continue with required masking until Governor Brown lifts the order

•

Continue sign-in sheet for contact tracing

•

Open Coffee Bar on March 6. Include water but no cookies until April 3

•

Continue ushering by this team: Mary on 2/27, Ernie on 3/6

We’ll meet again on Monday, March 1 at 1pm.
Peace,
Mary

Worship Committee
The Worship Committee has reviewed the results of the Worship Survey sent out recently. Of the
people who responded, 90% preferred staying at one service, and the overwhelming majority wanted to continue with the 9:30am time during this period of transition. Therefore, we will stay with one
service at 9:30am for the foreseeable future. Thank you all for your feedback.

The Community Investment Trust (CIT) is a proven, affordable, loss-protected commercial real estate investing model, launched by Mercy Corps nonprofit in 2017, that provides residents of East
Portland with a safe opportunity to collectively own a piece of a thriving commercial real estate
property in their own neighborhood: Plaza 122, at 1427-1515 SE 122nd Ave, Portland, OR, 97233.
CIT is distinct from all other financial products because it offers:
• RISK-PROTECTED investment: the investment is GUARANTEED by a bank, so shares cannot decrease in value and investors CAN CASH-OUT AT ANY TIME without any fees.
• AFFORDABLE & INCLUSIVE INVESTMENT: people can invest as little as $10, $25, $50, or $100 per
month. Over 60% of investors are from BIPOC communities, 63 % are women, 57% are first-time investors. The CIT is a proven model to address wealth and racial equality that advocates for economic
and racial justice.
• SHORT AND LONG-TERM RETURN: Through an annual dividend (average 9%) and share price
change (share price appreciation – from 10$ in 2017 to 17,05$ in 2022), investors build family wealth
annually and over time, notably at a greater rate as the underlying mortgage debt reduction accelerates.
• FREE online “Owing to Owning” financial action course that equips participants with the mindset
of owners and investors, helps to create step-by-step guidance how to evaluate personal net worth,
how to manage budget according to financial guidelines, how to set financial goals and achieve
them through budget reevaluation, improving credit score, saving and investing according to personal risk tolerance.
HOW TO BECOME a CIT INVESTOR?
•

Complete our free “OWING TO OWNING” financial action course – investcit.com/signup

•

Live in one of the eligible zip codes: 97216, 97230, 97233, or 97236

•

Be at least 18 years old

•

Have a tax ID number (TIN) or SSN

•

Have a checking or savings account

Have questions? Please, call or email Olena Borova (Education & Outreach Program Officer) at 503919-8273 or oborova@mercycorps.org

#RealTalk
What does it mean to LOVE one another? What are some ways that we can courageously tell the
truth without doing harm? Here are some tips from the authors of "Radical Candor”:
Asking for feedback is the best way to create an environment of trust:
Ask a go-to question that invites engagement
Wait (5+ seconds)! Embrace the discomfort!
Listen with the intent to understand. Don't get defensive.
Giving feedback:
Don't let your discomfort stop you from sharing what's working and what could be better.
Be humble: your goal is shared understanding.
Offer Specific and Sincere praise in public
Offer Kind and Clear criticism in private
Responding: Pay attention to the other person's reaction. Respond accordingly.
Met with a strong emotion (sad/angry)? Acknowledge the emotion, and avoid the temptation
to back off.
Not sure if you're being heard? Check to see if you're understanding their reaction.

Getting a brush-off? Let them know that you're not feeling heard, and that this is important.

Vanco Contributions Procedure
Option One:
Go to www.glcportland.org. On the homepage, there is a button that says “Online Giving”. That
button will take you to the Vanco website. On the Vanco homepage…
•
•

•

Login in the top right corner.
Select “contribute” under one of the categories:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Building
c. General Fund
After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form
a. How much; any amount
b. How often; once, weekly, monthly
c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up)
d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information
e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review information” button

Option Two:
Go to https://secure.myvancom.com/L-YRFX/home on the Vanco homepage:
• Login in the top right corner.
• Select “contribute” under one of the categories:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Building
c. General Fund
• After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form
a. How much; any amount
b. How often; once, weekly, monthly
c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up)
d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information
e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review information” button

Unfortunately, it doesn’t look as if you can simply increase already-scheduled contributions. You
can additional contributions, or cancel scheduled contributions and set new ones.

We need soap, nail clippers, and toothbrushes for Lutheran World Relief!
Due to Covid, we have not donated the personal care kits for Lutheran World Relief since May of
2019. We have normally donated the school kits each fall and personal care kits in the spring. I recently inventoried our supplies and found what we needed to complete the personal care kits. We
have 160 towels already, so I would like to set a goal of 160 kits, ready to ship out to the depot in
early May.
In addition to the towels, we have plenty of combs. But we could use the following:
 154 Bars of Bath Size Soap, any brand in its original wrapping (2 bars go in each kit)
 20 Metal Nail Clippers (attached file is optional)
 80 Adult Size Toothbrushes

(in original packaging)

A tub in the narthex is labeled for Lutheran World Relief. I check it periodically and add the donations
to our existing supplies.
We will need to have the supplies by the latter part of April in order to put the kits together and box
for shipment.
Fun trivia—in May 2018, we shipped out 71 Personal Care Kits and in May 2019, we shipped out 110
Personal Care Kits. Let’s see if we can make 160 kits this year and help make up for those lost years.

We help out our neighbors around the world and share God’s love through this project!
Karla Hills

Notes
 Do you know someone in need of food pantry resources this winter? Oregon Food Bank’s
“Food Finder” (foodfinder.oregonfoodbank.org) can help! Enter an address to find all the free
local pantries within 15 miles, including open days and hours.
 SnowCap’s needs include the following food box items: canned veggies and fruit; hearty soups/
chili/stews; canned tuna; peanut butter; gallon zip-top bags, plastic/paper/reusable grocery bags,
clean returnable bottles and cans, deodorant, shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste/brushes, baby
wipes, hats/gloves, gently-used cookbooks. The donation drive-through is open Monday-Friday
between 9 am - 3 pm at 17788 SE Pine Street. You can also visit SnowCap.org to send a contribution that will be used to bulk-purchase goods.
 Scouting For Food is March 5. Cascade Pacific Council Scouts will collect nonperishable, unexpired food for those in need and bring it in to SnowCap. For more information, visit cpbsa.org/
about/community-service/scouting-for-food-walk-and-knock/ or call Jennifer Mooney or Carrie
Hutchcraft at 503-226-3423.
 If you come into the church for any reason, please remember to sign in on the contacttracing sheet. Multnomah County is asking that everyone wear masks indoors, even if you
are vaccinated.
 If you’d like to run a message or announcement about a church event in the Olive Press,
please email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or mail it in to the office for formatting. Requests
must be received in writing no later than mid-month for the next month’s issue.

The GLC Church Office is open on Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Please remember to
sign in when you come to the church office.
Due to the increase in COVID cases in our county,
masks are again required when visiting the church office. Disposable masks are available on the counter. Due
to her part-time schedule, Anna works from home Monday afternoons and is off on Fridays.

March Anniversaries & Birthdays
Anniversaries
Larry & Barbie Tew
Gavin & Raechel Hills
Birthdays
Bridget Schumacher-McKinnon
Josephine Crouse
Jacqueline Hills
John Hurlman
Joan Ward
James Liefeld

3/1
3/5
3/5
3/7
3/9
3/15

Randi Bateman
Robert Magnuson
Gary Dayton
Tyler Riehl
Kenneth Hansen
Roseann Libonati

3/15
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/27
3/30

March Lectionary

March 6 — First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 (11)
Romans 10:8b-13
Luke 4:1-13

March 20 — Third Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8 (1)
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 13:1-9

March 13 — Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Psalm 27 (5)
Philippians 3:17—4:1
Luke 13:31-35

March 27 — Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 32 (11)
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Financial Update
February 2021 contributions YTD: $29,109.01
February 2022 contributions YTD: $27,948.81
Thank you for your faithful support of Gethsemane through pledges and
gifts of time and service. Contributions can be mailed, handed to Anna
during office hours, or dropped off in the locked mailbox (checked often). Many credit unions and banks will automatically mail checks at
your request. To give online, go to www.glcportland.org/give or scan
our Venmo code.

The Rummage Sale will be May 1-7!
Kim Stoffregen (503-351-1913) and Paulette Kelley (503-810-9559) are meeting every Wednesday morning from 10 to 12 to work on pricing ahead of time. We’d love for any help we can get,
both now and when it’s time to set up. Give us a call or stop by! If you have things to bring,
please don’t bring them yet (if you can wait), to give us a little time to organize things and get
them priced.

To check out those 9:30 Sunday morning worship services on Zoom, here is the invite information:
To watch on a computer: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
 Click on the link highlighted or put in the following numbers – Meeting ID 814 7643 6505 , then
wait in the waiting room until Jasmine lets you in.
 Using a telephone: call 1 253 215 8782 (no long distance charges will apply) then put in the
meeting ID 814 7643 6505 . After you have done that, you might get a prompt to hit the pound
button.
 You can also find our livestream on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland

GLC Calendar for March
•

Wednesday, March 2nd, Ash Wednesday; Lent begins

•

Sunday, March 6th, Worship, 9:30am

•

Wednesday, March 9th, Lenten Service, Noon

•

Sunday, March 13th, Worship, 9:30am

•

Sunday, March 13th, Community Investment Trust, 10:30am

•

Tuesday, March 15th, Church Council, 7pm

•

Wednesday, March 16th, Lenten Service, Noon

•

Sunday, March 20th, Worship, 9:30am

•

Wednesday, March 23rd, Lenten Service, Noon

•

Sunday, March 27th, Worship, 9:30am

•

Wednesday, March 30th, GLC Land/Housing Cohort, 6:30pm, Zoom

Celtic Light Orchestra: Legends of the Emerald Isle
March 24, 2022, 4:00 pm
McMenamins Mission Theater
1624 NW Glisan St
www.KatieJaneBand.com/CLO
Tickets $22 in advance, $25 at the door; all ages show
Don’t miss this dazzling one-of-a-kind event
with bagpipes, Irish dances, bouzouki, bodhran, harp, and the
amazing light-up orchestra known as the CLO!

Homebound
Wynn Stafford, Virginia Haacke, Carol Steele, Carol Law, Jo Nelson.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date:
email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or call 503-256-1835 with prayer requests or changes
Concerns—Ongoing: Those who are ill, homebound, or in need of other prayers: Colleen Barnett’s
friends Liz and Shane and niece Tami, Lois Boro’s nephew Jason, Dan Rust & Savanna, Sharon’s sister
Connie and niece Terri; Jim & Diane Liefeld; Hilary Hietpas’s granddaughter Aliyah; Jenece Scheer
(Butenschoen)’s coworker Kathy; Bob Magnuson; Jan Perkins; Kim Stoffregen’s sister-in-law, Debbie
Johnson; Kay Brainard’s daughter Kim as she navigates cancer treatment; Rachel Coughlin’s friends
Renee and Anna; Jenece Scheer (Butenschoen) and her husband Steve and new baby Andrew; Ken &
Marilee Hansen; Roseann Libonati; Jared Tadina; Jude Rykken’s brother Mark and his family; Bob & Jo
Ann Larson’s friend Sharon Harrison and her family; Jo Nelson’s daughter Laurie; Jeri Dayton’s brother-in-law Ron and his wife Pat; family and friends of Jan Cummings’s mother-in-law Corinne; Kay
Qualheim; family and friends of Shirley Stoffregen
Urgent: Those who are ill or in need of other prayers: Virginia Haacke; everyone who’s ill with Covid

March Olive Press
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 11560 SE Market, Portland, OR 97216
(503) 256-1835
www.glcportland.org
pastor@glcportland.org
Church Office Hours: Mon. & Tues. 9:00-1:00; Wed. & Thur. 9:00-4:00
Pastor Office Hours:
TBD

