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From the Pastor
Brothers and sisters in
Christ,
Thank you for welcoming me and my family
into your community for
these next six months. I
thought it might be
helpful if I took this
space to provide a little
biography about myself
and my family. I was
born here in Oregon on October 19th, 1976, in Linn County, and I was raised in
West Linn. My father was also from Oregon, having roots in the Grand Ronde
Reservation and German immigrants that came over in the 1840s. He spent most
of his adult life working for Liquid Air where he installed and serviced industrial
air tanks (nitrogen, oxygen, etc…) for various facilities in Oregon, Washington,
and Idaho. My mother spent her career as a mental health nurse at Dammasch
State hospital until it was closed in the early 90s she then finished her career at
Oregon State Hospital. My mother ended up passing away due to complications
related to Alzheimer’s in 2016, and my father passed away one year later. I have
one older brother who lives with his wife and daughter in Oregon City.
I met my wife Patrice in the summer of 2001 while serving on a mission trip in Tijuana for St. James in downtown Portland, just off the Park Blocks. At the time
she was studying for her doctorate in Genetics at Oregon Health and Sciences
University, and I was working as a bartender at a karaoke bar called Chopsticks
and going to school part-time at Portland Community College. In 2005 I graduated with my bachelors in 19th century American history at Portland State and Patrice got her doctorate from OHSU. That fall we decided to move east, and she
accepted a “post-doc” position at the National Institute of Health while I discerned a calling to ministry and started my studies at the Lutheran Theological
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Seminary at Gettysburg. In 2006 we welcomed our first daughter Clara, who as you might guess,
changed our lives forever. In 2007 Patrice accepted a position as an assistant professor at the University of Utah and after spending a semester apart due to my needing to finish some classes I
joined her at the end of the year. Once arriving in Utah, I took classes online and at a local
Protestant seminary while working as an assistant manager of a group home for autistic teens, then
in the summer of 2008 I accepted an internship at Our Saviors Lutheran Church in Roy, UT.
While my experience at Our Saviors was mostly positive, it did not end well. The congregation decided to leave the ELCA in 2009 due to the national church’s decision to fully accept LGBTQIA+ people
into the clergy roster. This led to a split within the congregation and a rift between the pastor and
me. After trying and failing to get a call in Utah (there are only 14 ELCA churches in the entire state,
so there are not a lot of options) we decided to open ourselves up to a move and I put my name in
to go anywhere near a university (so that Patrice could also get a job) thus we found ourselves moving to Wisconsin, the land of Lutherans. Patrice quickly found a position co-directing the Newborn
Screening lab in Madison and I received a call to serve as a pastor at Christ in Sharon, WI along the
Wisconsin/Illinois border near Lake Geneva. While serving in Sharon, Patrice and I welcomed our
second daughter Ellory in 2012 and now Clara had a partner in crime. I served the people at Christ
for 3 ½ years before taking another call near Madison at Burke Lutheran Church where I spent the
last 7+ years.
Thank you again for welcoming my family, and I and I look forward to getting to know you all in
these next few months. As we work together to bring Gethsemane into this next phase of its existence, we work together to see where God is calling us now. In the coming weeks I am going to be
putting out sign up sheets for anyone who would like to make an appointment to talk with me so
that we can get to know each other better. While I unfortunately do not live in the immediate area
(we currently rent a home in Hillsboro), I am in the office Tuesday-Thursday and I am usually available to meet people in the evenings Mondays and Thursdays between 5:30 and 7.
Peace and blessings,
Pastor Robert Neubert

An Introduction to Gethsemane's Transition Consultant,
Rev. Dr. Sara Rosenau
Dear Gethsemane,
I am excited to join the pastoral team for this next phase
of the transition process. Transitions are difficult for all
of us, and it is helpful to have leaders with specific skills
to accompany you through this time. I'm so glad Pastor
Robert is now with you as your new Transitions Pastor. Robert is grounded, wise, and well equipped to journey with you in this next phase of the process. I'm also
joining the pastoral team as a Transition Consultant for
the next six months.
I believe that times of transition are rich with possibilities for growth. It’s a time when the Holy Spirit is eager
to engage our highest potential to meet our deepest
longing. When congregations undergo a pastoral transition, they have the unique opportunity to connect with
each other and re-story their community, utilizing their
strengths to position their community for a collectivelydesired future.
I am an ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ and work ecumenically with many denominations in the Portland area. My consulting business focuses on facilitation of communities through
change processes, including pastoral transitions. I plan and facilitate small and large group processes
that empower communities to shift into the change they long for. In addition to facilitation consulting, I am a part-time pastor of a small UCC church in Portland.
Over the next six months, I'll be working with specifically with Pastor Robert, Gethsemane's Transition team, and other key leaders on the following goals:
1) Improving the congregation's culture of communication and engagement around conflict
2) Gaining clarity around Personnel Policies & Procedures to better support clergy and staff
3) Gaining clarity & transparency around finances
I look forward to meeting more of you at the community wide meeting on April 10th. May you feel
the presence of the Holy Spirit in this time,
Rev. Dr. Sara Rosenau

From the Council President
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Once again, we worship together during the Lenten Season.
The journey that Jesus walked on his way to the cross for us is
very powerful. The emotions that well up in us are almost too
much to bear. He died for us so that we could be saved and
have eternal life with him. We in the Gethsemane Family, must
move forward and share his story so that many more people
can be saved in his name. I want you to think of ways that we
could be bolder in sharing this most important story. Our
church sign only shows basic information about us, that so
very few neighbors even pay attention to. Maybe like Jasmine
and Gabe, we could canvass our Mill Park neighborhood and
get to know them a little better. The walk would be great exercise and could start new friendships that could blossom into
something much bigger. We have events like Vacation Bible School, Pumpkin Patch, Rummage Sale,
Trunk or Treat during Halloween and the Gethsemane Egg Hunt. Please think hard and come up with
new ideas that you could share with myself, Dick Bemrose and Jasmine Anderson Sprague. We will
be super happy to get your ideas and use them to propel us outward into our community. You can
email me at ernie_butenschoen@ddsd40.org.
I want to invite you to participate in our congregational meeting after our Palm Sunday Service
on April 10th. Pastor Sara Rosenau will be leading us forward with Pastor Robert Neubert and the
Transition Team. You’ve shared your thoughts through a survey that you filled out and turned in and
we are ready to move forward from that. This meeting is very important. The transition process will
lead us over time in forming a call committee to call our next regular pastor. We are very lucky to
have Pastor Robert and Pastor Sara leading us at this time. Please turnout for this meeting and give
us your thoughts and ideas. We value your participation and input.
Palm Sunday (April 10th) is also the day that you can come to service without a mask. I want to thank
the Covid Team for guiding us through a most difficult time. They really have put your health and
safety as their top priority in making the guidelines for our church.
The Worship Team has also asked that if you could read or usher or even cantor at our services
please talk with Dick, Gloria or myself and we can get you info on how to sign up and share your talents. We are trying to spread out the opportunities so that we don’t burnout those who are doing it
all the time.
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A BIG THANKS to our church staff, council, those of you preparing for the rummage sale, working in
and around the church, our pastor leadership and all of you that pray for our church and our leaders.
You are all greatly appreciated and it’s a profound honor to serve as your Council President.
God Bless,
Ernie

IMPORTANT RUMMAGE SALE ANNOUNCEMENT
We have moved the rummage sale to May 13-14 so it will not be on Mothers Day weekend.
Hopefully this doesn’t foul things up for you! We will start setting up tables and putting things out
on Friday, May 6th. We will work every day except Sunday on sorting and pricing. We will take
things in all of those days through Wednesday the 11th. We will not accept anything after that day.
We are working on Wednesdays now from 9:30 until noon or later. We would love to have you come
help if you can. We have a lot of sorting and pricing to do. Although we don’t have room for big
items yet, we do have room for some of your boxes and bags of stuff. You can drop it off in Room 6
in the Community Hall.
We have enough grocery bags ready for the bag sale, but Snow Cap loves to get your bags, so keep
saving and bringing them in. You can put them by the Snow Cap barrel in the narthex.
Please feel free to mark your items before you bring them in. Don’t worry that you will do it wrong.
There is no such thing! We guess, ourselves (or look things up on the internet if we aren’t sure if it’s
a collectible). We just use masking tape and a Sharpie pen to do the marking.
Do you like to bake?
We are planning to have a bake sale at the rummage sale again this year. It’s not too early to start
baking and freezing items! Questions? Call Kim at 503-351-1913 or Paulette at 503-810-9559.
Thanks to all who have helped already, and in advance for the rest of you who are planning to help!

Gethsemane Youth Happenings
“Abba, into your hands I commit my spirit.”
Luke 23:46
Here we are again at Easter! Joy! New life! Resurrection! Breaking our fasts and enjoying the fats and
foods we put down for Lent.
This year, for many of our youth, breaking Lent feels especially special - not just for Easter at church,
but also because the Lentiest Lent that began two years ago finally feels like, once again, there may
be hope of a break in strict guidelines and restrictions. Kids are able to attend school without masks
if they want to, spring break has seen more arcades and playgrounds open this year, there are less
wait times for tables at restaurants and a group of 10 can be seated together.
Please note that as we celebrate breaking our fasts and stepping out of the resurrection story into
new life, we are called to care for all of that life: Ezekiel, Micah, Grace, Alexandria, KC, Ellory, Varbah,
Clara, Andy. These are just some of the #GethsemaneYouth attached to our congregation. Each of
these kids has their own story and each is made new every day, shaped by experiences they encounter here, at home, at school and elsewhere.
For these reasons, and more, it is with great consideration and a heavy heart that we will once again
not host an Easter Egg Hunt at Gethsemane Lutheran Church this year. As we are just getting a sense
of this year’s un-masking policy, the effects that may have on caseloads and with the already larger
crowd Easter service is likely to draw, it just feels as if the best way to care for our youth is to continue to encourage safe social distancing policies, and not encourage elbow-to-elbow egg hunting.
I recognize that for many families the Gethsemane Egg Hunt was a tradition, and I know many
of us can’t wait to get back to many of the Gethsemane traditions that have been on hold for two
years. We appreciate all of the patience, love, kindness and grace extended through this always
changing, ever persistent pandemic.
~Jasmine

Greetings from your Worship Team!
•

During Lent, we will use only the ELW liturgy for Sunday worship. After Lent, we will return to our
usual rotation of liturgies. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact a member of the
Worship Committee- Gloria Kelsay, Brenna Meyer, Jay Rector, or Kim Stoffregen. Thank you for
your patience during this transition time.

•

The Worship Committee has reviewed the results of the Worship Survey sent out recently. Of the
people who responded, 90% preferred staying at one service, and the overwhelming majority
wanted to continue with the 9:30am time during this period of transition. Therefore, we will stay
with one service at 9:30am for the foreseeable future. Thank you all for your feedback.

Worship Assistants for April
Date

Cantor

Reader

April 3

Dick Bemrose

Roseann Libonati

April 10

Gloria Kelsay

Mary Curtis

April 17

Jay Rector

Dick Bemrose

April 24

Ernie Butenschoen

Gloria Kelsay

Usher/s

Laura Britzius

Mary Karter

Maundy Thursday, April 14
In-person & livestream worship at 7:00 pm

Good Friday, April 15
In-person & livestream worship at 12:00
and 7:00 pm

Asking the difficult question:
What is the future of spirituality?
25 Presenters over 5 days

April 4-8, 2022
How is our understanding of faith being reshaped, and perhaps
accelerated, by the pandemic? Do faith communities have a
future, and what kind of courage will that require? What kind of
rituals will shape the future of spirituality? What are the big
theological questions of our time? How do younger generations
seek spirituality? Is there a future of courageous spirituality? If
so, what does that look like?

We will be speaking directly to faith leaders around the world
who are leaning into this question with deep thinking and creative innovations. These are BIG questions, but it’s time to rethink
everything.
Join us for this five day summit and explore your own imagination as we create the future of spirituality together.
https://faithlead.org/p/courageousfaithsummit2022/

#RealTalk
What does it mean to LOVE one another? What are some ways that we can courageously tell the
truth without doing harm? Here are some tips from the authors of "Radical Candor”:
Asking for feedback is the best way to create an environment of trust:
Ask a go-to question that invites engagement
Wait (5+ seconds)! Embrace the discomfort!
Listen with the intent to understand. Don't get defensive.
Giving feedback:
Don't let your discomfort stop you from sharing what's working and what could be better.
Be humble: your goal is shared understanding.
Offer Specific and Sincere praise in public
Offer Kind and Clear criticism in private
Responding: Pay attention to the other person's reaction. Respond accordingly.
Met with a strong emotion (sad/angry)? Acknowledge the emotion, and avoid the temptation
to back off.
Not sure if you're being heard? Check to see if you're understanding their reaction.

Getting a brush-off? Let them know that you're not feeling heard, and that this is important.

Vanco Contributions Procedure
Option One:
Go to www.glcportland.org. On the homepage, there is a button that says “Online Giving”. That
button will take you to the Vanco website. On the Vanco homepage…
•
•

•

Login in the top right corner.
Select “contribute” under one of the categories:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Building
c. General Fund
After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form
a. How much; any amount
b. How often; once, weekly, monthly
c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up)
d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information
e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review information” button

Option Two:
Go to https://secure.myvancom.com/L-YRFX/home on the Vanco homepage:
• Login in the top right corner.
• Select “contribute” under one of the categories:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Building
c. General Fund
• After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form
a. How much; any amount
b. How often; once, weekly, monthly
c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up)
d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information
e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review information” button

Unfortunately, it doesn’t look as if you can simply increase already-scheduled contributions. You
can additional contributions, or cancel scheduled contributions and set new ones.

We’ve reached our goal for Lutheran World Relief!
The last two months I put out requests for some additional items we needed for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits. We haven’t shipped these out in two years. Since we already had 160 towels
donated, I set the goal to gather the remaining items needed: toothbrushes, nail clippers, and soap
to complete 160 kits.
Our GLC family is AWESOME! We have ALL the needed supplies!
The quilting group will be gathering on April 21st, to pack the quilts they have lovingly sewn for Lutheran World Relief, in addition to assembling the personal care kits and packing them.
The quilts and kits will then be delivered to St. Andrew’s Lutheran in Beaverton on May 6 th or 7th for
shipment. We need help with someone who has a pickup or access to delivery van, to deliver
these boxes to St. Andrew’s on May 6th, 8 am to 4 pm, or on May 7th, 9 am to 12 noon. If you
could help out with this task, please let me know.
One additional note:

Lutheran World Relief is accepting emergency financial donations to help the people in
Ukraine. There is such an overwhelming need for assistance for the Ukrainian people. If you
wish to donate, you can make a gift online at lwr.org/HelpUkraine or call 800-597-5972.
So many needs in our world, especially now. Thanks to our Gethsemane family for helping our global
neighbors.
Karla Hills

Notes
 If you use the tables in the Community Hall, please wipe them off when you’re done so they’re
clean for the next folks.
 Do you know someone in need of food pantry resources this winter? Oregon Food Bank’s
“Food Finder” (foodfinder.oregonfoodbank.org) can help! Enter an address to find all the free
local pantries within 15 miles, including open days and hours.
 SnowCap’s needs include the following food box items: canned veggies and fruit; hearty soups/
chili/stews; canned tuna; peanut butter; gallon zip-top bags, plastic/paper/reusable grocery bags,
clean returnable bottles and cans, deodorant, shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste/brushes, baby
wipes, hats/gloves, gently-used cookbooks. The donation drive-through is open Monday-Friday
between 9 am - 3 pm at 17788 SE Pine Street. You can also visit SnowCap.org to send a contribution that will be used to bulk-purchase goods.
 If you come into the church for any reason, please remember to sign in on the contacttracing sheet.
 If you’d like to run a message or announcement about a church event in the Olive Press,
please email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or mail it in to the office for formatting. Requests
must be received in writing no later than mid-month for the next month’s issue.

The GLC Church Office is open on Monday 1:00 to 4:00
pm, Tuesday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, Wednesday
and Thursday from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Please remember to sign in when you come to the church office. Disposable masks are available on the counter. Due
to her part-time schedule, Anna works from home Monday mornings and Tuesday afternoons (reach her by
email), and is off on Fridays.
Pastor Robert’s office hours are 9:00 am to 2:00 pm on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Evening appointments may also be available on Monday and Thursday.
He will be setting up a sign-up sheet for one-on-one
appointments.

April Birthdays
Amy Deetz
Casey Morton
Diane Bemrose
Kenna Cumming

4/2
4/3
4/4
4/8

Jan Brown
David Qualheim
Kyle Qualheim
Varbah Johnson

4/12
4/19
4/19
4/20

Rachel Coughlin
Sonia Blohm
Kathryn Qualheim
Doug Glenn

4/21
4/23
4/27
4/30

April Lectionary
Sun. Apr. 3 — Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126 (5)
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Fri. Apr. 15 — Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12
Psalm 22 (1)
Hebrews 10:16-25
John 18:1—19:42

Sun. Apr. 10 — Palm Sunday
Luke 19:28-40, Palms Procession
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16 (5)
Philippians 2:5-11
Luke 22:14 — 23:56

Sun. Apr. 17 — Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (24)
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
Luke 24:1-12

Thu. Apr. 14 — Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (13)
1 Corinthians 11:23-26
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Sun. Apr. 24 — Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29 (8)
Revelation 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Financial Update
March 2021 contributions YTD: $17,432.29
March 2022 contributions YTD: $19,078.07
Thank you for your faithful support of Gethsemane through pledges and gifts of
time and service. Contributions can be mailed, handed to Anna during office
hours, or dropped off in the locked mailbox (checked often). Many credit unions and banks will automatically mail checks at your request. To give online, go to www.glcportland.org/give or scan our
Venmo code.

To check out those 9:30 Sunday morning worship services on Zoom, here is the invite information:
To watch on a computer: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
 Click on the link highlighted or put in the following numbers – Meeting ID 814 7643 6505 , then
wait in the waiting room until Jasmine lets you in.
 Using a telephone: call 1 253 215 8782 (no long distance charges will apply) then put in the
meeting ID 814 7643 6505 . After you have done that, you might get a prompt to hit the pound
button.
 You can also find our livestream on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland

GLC Calendar for April
•

Sunday, April 3rd, Worship, 9:30am

•

Tuesday, April 5, SUN School @ Mill Park begins

•

Wednesday, April 6th, Lenten Service, Noon

•

Sunday, April 10th, Palm Sunday Worship, 9:30am

•

Sunday, April 10th, masks become optional @ GLC

• Sunday, April 10th, Congregational Meeting with Rev. Dr. Sara
Rosenau immediately after worship
•

Thursday, April 14th, Maundy Thursday

•

Friday, April 15th, Good Friday

•

Sunday, April 17, Easter Sunday Worship, 9:30 am

•

Tuesday, April 19th, Church Council, 7pm

•

Sunday, April 24th, Worship, 9:30am

•

Wednesday, April 27th, GLC Land/Housing Cohort, 6:30pm, Zoom

Homebound
Virginia Haacke, Carol Steele, Carol Law, Jo Nelson.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date:
email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or call 503-256-1835 with prayer requests or changes
Concerns—Ongoing: Those who are ill, homebound, or in need of other prayers: Colleen Barnett’s
friend Shane, niece Tami, and neighbor Mary who has cancer; Hilary Hietpas’s granddaughter Aliyah;
Kay Qualheim; Marilee & Ken Hansen; family and friends of Wyn Stafford; Arloa Hurt; Becky Keiper’s
friend Monica who has cancer again

Urgent: Those who are ill or in need of other prayers: Virginia Haacke; everyone who’s ill with Covid

April Olive Press
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 11560 SE Market, Portland, OR 97216
(503) 256-1835
www.glcportland.org
pastor@glcportland.org
Church Office Hours:
Mon. 1:00-4:00, Tues. 9:00-1:00; Wed. & Thur. 9:00-4:00
Pastor Office Hours:
Tues., Wed., Thur. 9:00-2:00; Mon. & Thur. evenings by appointment

