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From the Pastor
Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,
“24He put before
them another parable: "The kingdom
of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then
went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him,
'Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 28He answered, 'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to
him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?'
29
But he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.'" 36Then he left the crowds and
went into the house. And his disciples approached him,
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saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." 37He answered,
"The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are
the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil;
the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
43
Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!”-Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
This is one of those passages that bothers me a lot and I constantly find
myself going back and looking at it, because there are many different ways
to look at it. In our Gospel lesson, God promises us that, in the end, those
who are evil will be separated from those who are good. As human beings,
we should recognize our limited abilities in perceiving the entirety of a person, for while we may be able to set up laws to punish people for their actions, it is not our place to judge another person as evil: we can only see
their actions, not the entire person and trust that in the end, just as the
Gospel says, those who are truly evil will be judged, just as those who are
not will be judged as well. In the meantime, the only thing we can control is
ourselves and how we interact with the world around us, and we are called
to interact with that world in a positive way.
Peace and Blessings
Pastor Robert

From the Council President
July 25th, 2022
Greetings to my brothers and sisters in
Christ,
I’m going to start my message to you
today by honoring my mom’s birthday
yesterday on the 24th. Her name was
Mary and she would have been 104 years old. She was a gift from God and
she shed her light of joy and happiness on everyone that she ever met. I
was the youngest son of four, and I was so blessed to have her as my
mother. She taught me so much: honesty, integrity, to work hard, to always
love my family but more importantly to love my church family. Recently we
celebrated the lives of two more wonderful women—Kay and Shirley—from
our church family. Wonderful women that made huge impacts on so many
of us. I looked at these two women as comforters to me as I talked with
them and hugged them whenever we crossed paths. Like my mother, they
touched our souls and made us happy when we were able so spend time
with them. I want you to think about them when you are at church and how
you can make an impact on others as we worship together and greet our
church family and all visitors that walk through our doors. Gethsemane is a
great church and a great place to worship/it is our home away from home.
We are doing well and it’s because of you and our staff but more importantly the fact that God is looking over us alongside Jesus and the Holy
Spirit.
Our church is still in transition and moving forward. We have been working
in groups to finish the process which leads us to our next call for a new
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pastor. The call committee is working hard to walk through the process and
please add them to your prayer list to lift them up and to have patience as
they go about their tasks to make their decisions on who would be a good
fit for our congregation. Gabe is taking the lead on the committee and we
ask that you don’t ask him and our other call committee members to many
detailed questions because they are not allowed to divulge much about any
of the candidates. Pastor Melissa is watching over the process and she said
the call committee will share info when they are ready.
We are still meeting with Pastor Sara for a little bit longer as she has helped
us with our site profile, mission statement and a covenant that will be
shared with all of you soon. The Transition Team has worked hard with the
help of Pastors (Robert, Sara and Melissa) we are now in the call process.
Pastor Robert is doing a great job in his interim pastor role. If you get a
chance to visit his bible study in the council room, it is very much worth it.
It is on Tuesdays at 10:00am. We also have the ability to Zoom it if you are
interested—just let the pastor know by calling the church. If no one answers, leave a message.
I was so happy to have witnessed the baptisms of Ezekiel and Nona yesterday at church. You could feel the love of all of us as they accepted a life
committed to Jesus and Christian values. Nona and Ezekiel taught us that
you are never to young or later in life to be baptized. I’m so full of joy when
I witness a baptism no matter where it takes place.
I want to thank all of you who helped at VBS (Vacation Bible School). I
thought it was very well organized. Jasmine did a fantastic job of getting it
ready and Pastor Robert was there to lead at the opening and walked
around to observe and lend a helping hand when needed. Thanks go out to
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the other adults that came and helped out in a big way and the children
that participated. It was a very successful week.
I want to thank our staff led by Pastor Robert. They are doing a great job so
if you get the chance when you are at church, please tell them how much
you appreciate the work they do.

Philip is working with the contractors that will be doing work around our
church. Some of the work will take place in August. Please be patient and
careful as the work is in progress.
Thanks for all the volunteer work that goes on day after day at our church.
It does not go unnoticed.
God Bless to you all and please stay safe from the high summer temperatures,
Ernie

To worship with us at 9:30 Sunday mornings on Zoom:




On a computer: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/95638970351. Click on the
link highlighted or put in the following numbers: Meeting ID 956 3897
0351, then wait in the waiting room until Jasmine lets you in.
Using a telephone: call 1 253 215 8782 (no long distance charges will
be charged) then put in the meeting ID 956 3897 0351. After you have
done that, you might get a prompt to hit the pound button. Hope you
join us!

A warm Gethsemane welcome to Kevin Williams, our new AV technician! We are so glad
to have his skills and support.
Also, a reminder that we still need Ushers,
Communion Assistants, Readers, and Altar
Guild volunteers every month. With Jasmine’s
support and encouragement, our youth are
going to be taking on some of these roles the 3rd Sunday of each month. If
you sign up as a Reader or Communion Assistant, please leave the 3rd Sundays for the Youth to fill. You can sign up through December with the link
below or call Gloria Kelsay if you aren’t able to sign up online. https://
signup.com/go/bDYAHDh

Worship Assistants for August
Date

Cantor

Aug. 7 Ernie Butenschoen
Aug.
Gloria Kelsay
14
Aug.
21
Aug.
28

Jay Rector

Reader

Usher/s

Roseann
Libonati
Youth

Mary Karter
Mary Karter
Ernie Butenschoen
Laura Britzius

Gloria Kelsay

Communion
Assistant
Priscilla Nelson

Youth
Gloria Kelsay

Gethsemane Youth Happenings

Most of all, love one another deeply. Love erases many sins by
forgiving them. Welcome others into your homes without
complaining. God’s gifts of grace come in many forms. Each of you has
received a gift in order to serve others. You should use it faithfully.
If anyone speaks, they should do it as one speaking God’s words.
If anyone serves, they should do it with the strength God provides.
Then in all things God will be praised through Jesus Christ.
Glory and power belong to him for ever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:8-11
This year for Vacation Bible School, we focused on Being Good Stewards.
Often when we hear “stewardship”, we think of tithing, fundraising and annual pledges. For VBS we focused on the time and talents part of stewardship. Throughout the week, 11 youth and 18 adult volunteers were able to
complete a laundry list of projects for our church community and the community at large:
● Tearing down and cleaning up a broken fence
● Sweeping and blowing the south parking lot - and painting parking lot
stripes
● Litter pickup
● Building and painting the new Gethsemane Lutheran food pantry frame
● Packaging 100 LifePax
● Weeding and planting
● Sewing a dozen scarves for SnowCap
● Writing notes for Nona and Ezekiel - congratulations on your baptisms!
● Dusting the pews in the sanctuary
● Sharpening sanctuary pencils
● Packaging dog food for SnowCap
● Making bird feeders
● Participated in crafts using only recycled goods

...continued on next page —>

<—continued from previous page…
● Cleaning up after ourselves at the end of the week - everything we
used found a home!
In Sunday School, we have discussed what matters most to us - what do we
want to discuss and focus on as a group. The youth want to discuss and focus on climate change as a group. For the Community Resource Fair the
Community Outreach Committee is hosting on August 21st, the youth will
host a booth containing information on how we (the youth) can be good
stewards of the earth by fighting climate change. We’ll have seeds to hand
out for butterfly flowers, information on how we can make little changes at
home to help a whole lot, and swag.
This year Vacation Bible School participants and volunteers worked really
hard! The schedule was turned on it’s head, there were no assigned
“classes”, and each day included an hour or more completing our projects.
Another great big thank you to all who participated and supported our VBS
either by collecting recycling, donating a few items to tie it all together, volunteering your time and talents, or by praying for us last week. We cannot
do VBS without all of you!
If you are interested in hearing more about our Vacation Bible School experience this year, or have questions about some of the projects, reach out to
the kids in our congregation. They worked hard to finish so many projects
last week and would love the opportunity to share what they did with an interested community member!
Jasmine Anderson-Sprague (she/her)
CYFM@GLCPDX
503-256-1835 x103

Dear Gethsemane Family,
Thank you does not begin to convey the feelings of gratitude that we feel
for the outpouring of love given for our mother, Kay. It is difficult to express
how much the visits, flowers and cards meant. Gethsemane has been her
home for over 55 years, and the friendships developed during those years
enriched her life.
Thanks to all who worked to make the celebration a true celebration of life.
The music, refreshments and decorations were amazing! Mom would have
loved the Norwegian baked goods, the music theme and the fellowship.
The efforts that were put forth by so many were extraordinary.
Music has always meant the world to Kay. The choir enriched the ceremony.
Special thanks to Dale, Cory and Jay. Thanks to all of the members of the
choir, your contribution is greatly appreciated. When Mom and Dad did
their funeral planning, the one request that Mom made was, “that the choir
sing if at all possible.” Thank you for fulfilling that wish.
Thank you to all who have enriched Kay’s life. In her prayers, she always
thanked Jesus for all of the blessing that she had been given.
Dave, Jan, Joni, Roger, and Theresa

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Some of you are aware that some time ago I suffered a hemorrhage on the
right side of my brain. Currently my body is healing itself, the bleeding has
stopped and the large amount of blood on my brain is being absorbed by
my body. I am still under doctor’s care and have additional CT scans in my
future to monitor the progression of the healing. Mary and I want to express our extreme gratitude for your love and support, your thoughts,
cards, and prayers. It truly is a wonderful feeling to be part of large loving
family such as GLC.
Yours in Christ,
Laura Britzius

Join us for Bible Study on Tuesday
mornings at 10:00 am! In person in
the Conference Room and on Zoom at
https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617
6257. We’re currently studying the
Gospel of Mark.

Gethsemane Community Action & Outreach

COME ONE, COME ALL!!!
Gethsemane Community Action & Outreach Committee is hosting a
community resource fair at the church on August 21st from Noon to
4pm. We are working to have community partners like SnowCap, Habitat
for Humanity, fire department, and more!! We want those in our surrounding community to be aware of the resources that are present and available
for those that are in need for anything. We will have options for kids. Our
Youth will be hosting a booth on climate change. There will be a bouncy
house, cotton candy, activities and more! If you would like to volunteer for
this event, please reach out to Gabriel Sprague.

FAMILY PROMISE
Family Promise of Metro East helps children and their families experiencing houselessness achieve sustainable independence through a community-based response. This program is the evolved version of DayBreak. They
operate a Day Center, where they provide access to case management,
showers, laundry, phones, mail, and a place to relax. Between 13 host congregations, they host overnight (6pm-7am) hospitality for one week every
quarter on a rotational basis. Those 13 hosts are then supported by 26 congregations with volunteers and financial backing. There are some fliers in
the office for you to read that go into more detail. Let's get the conversation rolling in church if you believe this is something that we should be
supporting!

The Community Resource Fair we’re hosting on August 21st coincides with
the City of Portland’s Sunday Parkways event. This event draws thousands
of cyclists, and this year is the first year the city has planned a route in our
part of Southeast Portland!
If you would like to host a table for your ministry, or if you have a community resource or partner you would like to see attend, please reach out to
Sharon Magnuson, Mary Karter or Gabriel Sprague for more information!
Jasmine Anderson-Sprague (she/her)
CYFM@GLCPDX 503-256-1835 x103

We have our totals for our Rummage Sale! (Drum roll, please!)

We did even better than I have been telling people. We will let you know
soon how it is all dispersed, but here is the sale breakdown:
2022 May sale: $17,408.44
Christmas Sale: $479.50
Quilt Sale:
$210.00
Grand Total: $18,097.94
We still have a few items we are working on selling online. (If you know anyone who wants a set of china or who collects Beanie Babies, let us know.
We may have a deal for them!) We have one chair, and one and a half entertainment centers left to give away. The thrift shops we normally deal
with have gotten so much stuff in the last couple of years that some are not
taking anything; others are being very picky about what they will take. Who
knew no one would want a floral print chair just because of the floral print!
Check out these amazing free items in the community hall! Again, thanks to
all who helped in any and every way to make this rummage sale such a record-breaking success. We couldn’t have done it without all of your hard
work and support.
Kim and Paulette

Preparing for Shipment of Quilts and School Kits to Lutheran World
Relief in October

Our quilters are busy sewing and assembling quilts. Such a long history of
sharing their talents and time with others both locally and across the world.
There will be a depot in early October to ship donated quilts from Gethsemane to Lutheran World Relief.
In addition to sharing these quilts, we have used the fall shipment to donate school kits. The donated school supplies are put into a drawstring
backpack. We have approximately 200 backpacks sewn and ready to be
filled. We will need to have the drawstring bags threaded with macrame
cord. This can be a tedious job, but we have plans to have this done as one
of the “God’s Work Our Hands” projects this year.
Back-to-School sales are happening right now. This is the best time to purchase supplies. Watch those ads and you can snag some great deals on the
needed supplies. We can use all of the supplies listed below for the kits.
However, one of the biggest needs is the spiral notebooks, as we place four
of the notebooks in each kit. Donated supplies can be placed in the LWR
tub in the narthex.
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What gifts we are sharing with others in need through our time, talents,
and donations! Thank you!
Karla Hills

Needed supplies for the kits: (1 of each per kit unless otherwise noted)
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Spiral Notebooks: 70-80 Sheets, 8” by 10 ½”, either college or
wide-ruled (4 in each kit)
Rulers: 30-centimeter, or rulers with centimeter on one side and
inches on the other
Pencil Sharpeners: hand-held
Scissors: blunt (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work
well)
Pens: black or blue ballpoint (no gel ink) (5 in each kit)
Erasers: 2 ½”
Crayons: 16 or 24-count box
Pencils: unsharpened #2 with erasers (5 in each kit)

Do you have a US flag that needs to be retired?
If your flag is old, worn-out, faded, or damaged,
bring it to church and we will save them up
for a respectful ceremony
to retire them with honor and dignity.

Notes












If you use the tables in the Community Hall, please wipe them off when
you’re done so they’re clean for the next folks.
Do you know someone in need of food pantry resources? Oregon Food
Bank’s “Food Finder” (foodfinder.oregonfoodbank.org) can help! Enter
an address to find all the free local pantries within 15 miles, including
open days and hours.
SnowCap’s summer needs include the following: baby formula, hearty
canned soup / chili / stews, gallon zip-top bags, canned fruits & vegetables, canned tuna, children’s pants in kids sizes 6x-14, new socks (all sizes), new underwear (all sizes), gently-used shoes labeled with size on the
toe with tape (this helps so much!), cans & bottles with deposit (rinsed
please!) The donation drive-through is open Monday-Friday between 9
am - 3 pm at 17788 SE Pine Street. You can also visit SnowCap.org to
send a contribution that will be used to bulk-purchase goods.
If you come into the church for any reason, please remember to sign
in on the contact-tracing sheet.
If you’d like to run a message or announcement about a church event
in the Olive Press, please email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or mail
it in to the office for formatting. Requests must be received in writing no
later than mid-month for the next month’s issue.
Participation in Thrivent Choice® & Thrivent Action Teams makes a
difference! Thrivent clients with membership have unique opportunities
to help support Vacation Bible School and the ministry of planting seeds
of faith! Consider making a personal donation, leading a Thrivent Action Team, or directing Thrivent Choice Dollars®. Go to Thrivent.com/
generosity to learn more.

“Our Lady of Ferguson and All Those Killed by Gun Violence.”
Here, Mary is depicted as a Black woman with her hands up. Within her
womb is a small black silhouette of Jesus in a similar posture, but in the
crosshairs of a gun. The posture, a clear reference to the “Hands up, don’t
shoot” slogan birthed in Ferguson, Mo. in response to the murders of Michael Brown and Freddie Gray at the hands of police officers, is also the
“orans” position of prayer. Orans, which in Latin means “praying,” is a position that designates pleading or supplication to God. Orans is also referred
to as "lifting up holy hands".

August Lectionary
Sun. Aug. 7: Ninth Sunday after
Pentecost
Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 33:12-22 (22)
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

Sun. Aug. 21: Eleventh Sunday
after Pentecost
Readings Isaiah 58:9b-14 Psalm
103:1-8 (4) Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke
13:10-17

Sun. Aug. 14: Tenth Sunday after
Pentecost
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Psalm 82 (8)
Hebrews 11:29—12:2
Luke 12:49-56

Sun. Aug. 28: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proverbs 25:6-7
Psalm 112 (4)
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

Vanco Contributions Procedure,
Option One
Go to www.glcportland.org. On the homepage, there is a button that says
“Online Giving”. That button will take you to the Vanco website. On the
Vanco homepage…
•
•

•

Login in the top right corner.
Select “contribute” under one of the categories:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Building
c. General Fund
After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form
a. How much; any amount
b. How often; once, weekly, monthly
c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up)
d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information
e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review information” button

Vanco Contributions Procedure
Option Two
Go to https://secure.myvancom.com/L-YRFX/home on the Vanco homepage:
• Login in the top right corner.
• Select “contribute” under one of the categories:
a. Evangelism/Outreach
b. Building
c. General Fund
• After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form
a. How much; any amount
b. How often; once, weekly, monthly
c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up)
d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information
e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review information” button
Unfortunately, it doesn’t look as if you can simply increase
contributions that have already been scheduled.
You can additional contributions, or cancel scheduled
contributions and set new ones.

GLC Calendar for August
•

Sunday, Aug. 7: Worship, 9:30am

•

Tuesday, Aug. 9th: Bible Study, 10:00 am

•

Sunday, Aug. 14th: Worship, 9:30am

•

Tuesday, Aug. 16th: Bible Study, 10:00 am

•

Sunday, Aug. 21st: Worship, 9:30 am

•

Sunday, Aug. 21st: Community Resource Fair, 12:00 to 4:00 pm

•

Tuesday, Aug. 23rd: Bible study, 10:00 am

•

Tuesday, Aug. 23rd: Church Council, 7:00 pm

•

Sunday, Aug. 28th: Worship, 9:30am

•

Tuesday, Aug. 30th: Bible Study, 10:00 am

Need some summer reading? Pick up
a Word in Season devotional or a
copy of Living Lutheran or the
Lutheran Journal in the office or
narthex!

August Anniversaries
Kraig & Linda Fletcher
Todd & Peggy Sloan
Trevor & Elizabeth Smith
Burke & Katie Strobel
Ernie & Kim Butenschoen
Dale & Anne van Horn

8/08
8/09
8/09
8/14
8/15
8/27

August Birthdays
Kelley Irby Garrett
Ray Natasia
Grace Hurlman
Annelise Strobel
Gondje Olivier Barnabas
Carolyn Graf
Dakota Coughlin
Kahneeta Coughlin
Edwina Johnson

8/03
8/06
8/08
8/08
8/10
8/10
8/12
8/12
8/13

Roger Vidlund
Richard Karin
Ethel Marsh
Virginia Karin
Burke Strobel
Rob Cumming
Roberta Vidlund
Jay Rector

8/15
8/16
8/16
8/20
8/20
8/22
8/22
8/26

Financial Update
July 2021 contributions YTD: $15,260.90
July 2022 contributions YTD: $13,829.80 (through July 27)
Thank you for your faithful support of Gethsemane
through pledges and gifts of time and service. Contributions can be mailed,
handed to Anna during office hours, or dropped off in the locked mailbox
(checked often). Many credit unions and banks will automatically mail
checks at your request. To give online, go to www.glcportland.org/give or
scan our Venmo code.

The GLC Church Office hours are
Monday 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Tuesday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Wednesday - Thursday 9:00 - 4:00

Please sign in when you come to the church office. Disposable masks
are available on the counter. Anna works from home Monday mornings
and Tuesday afternoons (reach her by email), and is off on Fridays.
Pastor Robert’s office hours are roughly 9:00 am to 2:00 pm on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday. Evening appointments may also be available on
Monday and Thursday. Sign up for one-on-one appointments with him on
the sign-in sheet in the narthex.

Homebound
Virginia Haacke, Carol Steele, Carol Law, Jo Nelson.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date:
email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or call 503-256-1835
with prayer requests or changes
Concerns—Ongoing: Those who are ill, homebound, or in need of other
prayers: Colleen Barnett’s friend Shane and niece Tami; Ken Hansen; Becky
Keiper’s friend Monica who has cancer again; Karen Arendt; Connie & Mike
Lelinski and Connie’s sister Candee; the family of Kay Qualheim; Rachel
Coughlin’s neighbor’s daughter Ashley; Sharon Lee’s niece Terri; the family
of Shirley Dedlow; Sharon Lee’s sister Connie and their family
Urgent: Those who are ill or in need of other prayers: Virginia Haacke;
everyone who’s ill with Covid; Todd & Peggy Sloan’s grandnephew Hunter

August Olive Press
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 11560 SE Market, Portland, OR 97216
(503) 256-1835
www.glcportland.org
pastor@glcportland.org
Church Office Hours: Mon. 1:00-4:00, Tues. 9:00-1:00; Wed/Thur 9:00-4:00
Pastor Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9:00-2:00 pm
Mon. & Thur. evenings by appointment

