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Save the weak and the orphan, defend the humble and needy; 

rescue the weak and the poor; deliver them from the power of the wicked. 
Psalm 82:3-4 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

Let us be in the spirit of worship together.  

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our 

worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. Only the  presenters will 

be recorded. Please see an usher if you have any questions. 

 

* = Please stand as you are able. 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we have not followed your path 

but have chosen our own way. 

Instead of putting others before ourselves, 

we long to take the best seats at the table. 

When met by those in need, 

we have too often passed by on the other side. 

Set us again on the path of life. 

Save us from ourselves 

and free us to love our neighbors. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news! 

God does not deal with us according to our sins 

but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

You are free to love as God loves. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING SONG: Faith of Our Fathers, ELW 812 

 

 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.     

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*KYRIE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share 

your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed 

and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here! 

 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23: 23-29 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 
23Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in 

secret places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and 

earth? says the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies 

in my name, saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How long? Will the 

hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy 

the deceit of their own heart? 27They plan to make my people forget my name by 

their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for 

Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my 

word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the 

LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a 

rock in pieces? 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PSALM: Psalm 82 

 

 1God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 

  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 2“How long will you judge unjustly, 

  and show favor to the wicked? 

 3Save the weak and the orphan; 

  defend the humble and needy; 

 4rescue the weak and the poor; 

  deliver them from the power of the wicked. R 

 5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 

  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 6Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 

  and all of you children of the Most High; 

 7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 

  and fall like any prince.’ ” 

 8Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 

  for you shall take all nations for your own. R 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2 

A reading from Hebrews. 

 
29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when 

the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho 

fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did 

not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in 

peace. 
 

32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 

lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received 

their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order 

to obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even 

chains and imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they 

were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, 



persecuted, tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in 

deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
 

39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what 

was promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, 

apart from us, be made perfect. 

 
12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and 

perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured 

the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under 

until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will be 

divided, three against two and two against three; 53they will be divided: 

 father against son 

  and son against father, 

 mother against daughter 

  and daughter against mother, 

 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the 

south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You 

hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do 

you not know how to interpret the present time?” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love is This, ELW 666 

 

 

 

*CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed... 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to 

serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the 

globe, and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural 

disasters. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new 

life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in 

them a desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those 

who are vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by 

racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against 

based on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that 

degrade our fellow human beings. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating 

with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep, and for all those we 

name now in our hearts and on our lips. In our joy and in our tears, be near us. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have 

gone before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find 

our rest in you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE              
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with a wave or a fist bump.  

 

 

THE OFFERING 

Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may give online at www.glcportland.org/give or 

with Venmo.  

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

 

God of abundance: 

you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 

As we feast on your goodness, 

strengthen us to labor in your field, 

and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 

in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

P  It is our duty and delight . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*  

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We are now serving communion at the altar. If you wish to continue taking it at 

your seat, pick a kit up in the narthex or see an usher. Wine is red, grape juice is 

white. Gluten-free wafers are the darker colored ones. Please follow along with 

Pastor Robert in holding up your bread and cup. 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

This morning we pray the Lord’s Prayer from the Anglican New Zealand prayer 

book: 

 

Gathered into one by the Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world; 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trial too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 

Come to the banquet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, ELW 803 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG: I Received the Living God, ELW 477 

 

 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE    Thanks Be to You  

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, 

through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 

and fed us with your mercy. 

Now send us forth to live for others, 

both friend and stranger, 

that all may come to know your love. 

This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 

*BLESSING 

The God of peace, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you, comfort you, 

and show you the path of life 

this day and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal, ELW 805 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen 

without interruption. Thank you! 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

• Worship with us on Zoom at 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505. To join by phone, 

call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505.  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland. 

 

• This weekend we will install our Call Committee! Thank you all for your 

hard work: Jan Cumming, Karla Hills, Gabe Sprague, Colleen Barnett, Mary 

Starmont, Kelly Garrett, Pewee Johnson, and Barbie Tew for helping us work 

with the synod and our Ministry Site Profile to find our next settled pastor. 

Please note: committee members will not be able to discuss the slate of 

candidates with the congregation, so please respect the committee’s 

confidentiality once the call process begins. 

 

• Next weekend! Mark your calendars for GLC’s Community Resource Fair in 

conjunction with the City of Portland’s Sunday Parkways bike & walk event 

on August 21. Come from 12:00 to 4:00 pm to learn about the organizations 

serving your community like SnowCap and Habitat for Humanity. Our Youth 

will host a booth on climate change. We’ll have a bouncy house, cotton candy, 

and activities! For more info or if you’d like to volunteer for this event, please 

see Gabriel Sprague. 

 

• Gethsemane: please know that we are establishing policies regarding visitors on 

Sunday mornings and throughout the week. We ask that you all refrain from 

handing anyone cash on Sunday mornings. We have begun to seed an “Open 

Hearts” fund for assisting families and individuals who may come into the 

church to ask for assistance. If you are interested in hearing more about the 

evolution of this fund and/or you would like to give directly to this fund, please 

contact a council member, a staff member or a Leaven Land volunteer. 

• Please plan to join us for a Congregational Meeting on August 28 right after 

worship.  

 

• God’s Work Our Hands is September 10-11 and we have lots of opportunities 

to help out in our community. Sign up here: https://signup.com/go/OhUqyMk. 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
https://signup.com/go/OhUqyMk


●  Join us for Bible Study! Tuesdays at 10:00 am on Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 6257, and in the 

conference room. We are currently studying the Gospel of Mark. 

 
● The GLC Quilters are looking for helpers on Thursday mornings to help with 

quilting. You do not need to know how to sew or quilt. If you would like to have 

companionship, we would love to have you join us on Thursday mornings from 

9-12. If you prefer to work from home, we have kits available that you can pick 

up. If you have questions, please call Karen Reagan at 503-257-7410. 

 
● If you’d like to read our Ministry Site Profile, Anna has a few copies in the 

office. 

 

 

Worship Assistants 
 

Worship Assistants are always needed! 

To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh. Questions? Call Gloria Kelsay.  

  

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

August 

14 

Ernie Butenschoen Roseann Libonati Mary Karter 

Ernie Butenschoen 

Liz Blohm 

August 

21 

Dick Bemrose Youth Laura Britzius Youth 

August 

28 

Jay Rector Gloria Kelsay Dick Bemrose Gloria Kelsay 

 

 

 
 

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)!  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257
https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh


 


