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Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in 

the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! Their delight is in the law of 

the LORD, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 

~ Psalm 1:1-2 

 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our 

worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. We are now serving 

communion at the altar. If you wish to continue taking it at your seat, pick a kit up 

in the narthex or see an usher. 

 

* = Please stand as you are able. 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


BLESSING FOR SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

O God, our times are in your hand. Look with favor, we pray, on these your 

servants as they begin another year. Grant that they grow in wisdom and grace, and 

help them to trust in your goodness all the days of their lives, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

*GETHSEMANE VISION & MISSION 

 

We are forgiven and called by God to proclaim the Good News of Christ. With 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to serve both the physical and 

spiritual needs of all people in our changing society. We welcome all races, 

abilities, genders, and sexual orientations. 

 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days. 

Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 

our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

*GATHERING HYMN: Lift High the Cross, ELW 660 

 

 

 



*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE             

 REFRAIN 

 

 



 

 

 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. 

By your Holy Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for 

service and our tongues for praise, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here! 

 

 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 

 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you 

obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, 

by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his command-

ments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and 

the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But 



if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to 

other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall 

not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I 

call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 
20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means 

life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore 

to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 1 

 

 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. R 

 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 

leaves that do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. R 

 

 

SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 

A reading from Philemon. 

 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus 

our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of 

your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the 



sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we 

may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 

love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

 
8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your 

duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as 

an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for 

my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 
11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to 

me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him 

with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment 

for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that 

your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the 

reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back 

forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially 

to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
 

17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If 

he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 
19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about 

your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from 

you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am 

writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 



*GOSPEL:  Luke 14:25-33 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 
26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does 

not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, 

intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 

whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 

and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage 

war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able 

with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 
32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks 

for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you 

do not give up all your possessions.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

*HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me, ELW 798 

 



*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather 

our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 

We pray for the church around the world and for the mission of the gospel. Refresh 

the hearts of your people, deepen our understanding of every good thing we share, 

and strengthen our partnerships in the faith. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the well-being of the earth and all its creatures: for trees and forests, for all that 

will yield fruit this season, and for streams and other bodies of water. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For the nations and those in authority: for the elected leaders of our towns, states, 

and country, and for international organizations. Grant wisdom to those who govern 

and raise up citizens who make decisions in the best interest of their neighbors. God 

of grace, 

hear our prayer. 



For all in need: for those who suffer from disease, who struggle with homelessness 

or food insecurity, for those whose family life is difficult, and for all in this 

community who need your care, especially those we name now in our hearts and on 

our lips. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

For this community of faith: for all our labors—begun, continued, and ended in 

you—that they glorify your holy name. Bless your people with the strength to live 

into their many vocations for the sake of the world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for the saints who now rest from their labors. Give us faith, like 

them, to love you with all our hearts, and by your mercy, bring us to everlasting 

life. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we 

offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE              
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with a wave or a fist bump.  

 

 

OFFERING               

Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may give online at www.glcportland.org/give or 

with Venmo.  

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER    

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 

in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

Amen. 

 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

 

…and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

All are welcome to celebrate communion as part of our worship this morning! If 

you are joining us via livestream, any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. 

Please hold up the bread and the cup as Pastor Robert says the words of 

institution: 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Christ invites you to this table. 

Come, taste and see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG: O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts, ELW 658 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG: Be Thou My Vision, ELW 793 

 

 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 

*COMMUNITY COVENANT: In recognition of God’s greatest commandment, 

we will love God with all our heart, mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as 

ourselves. In that same spirit, we make this covenant: 

 

 • We will welcome all people with our hearts, actions, and words. 

 • We will talk with each other, not at each other.  

 • We will listen to each other, not for fault but for understanding. 

 • We will express our concerns and issues directly with those involved, 

rather than with others. 

 • We will support our pastor and staff and honor their efforts among us. 

 • We will seek to discover what is best for our Church as a whole, not what 

may be best for us individually or as a small group. 

 • We will pray with each other and for each other. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG: Come Down, O Love Divine, ELW 804 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



POSTLUDE 

Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen 

without interruption. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
• God’s Work Our Hands is September 10-11 and we have lots of 

opportunities to help out in our community. Sign up here: 

https://signup.com/go/OhUqyMk. Worship on September 11 

will be at Mill Park Elementary at 10:00 am, outside in the 

basketball shelter. Potluck will follow: bring a side or dessert 

to share! 

 
• Worship with us on Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505. To join 

by phone, call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505. 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland. 

 
• Gethsemane: please know that we are establishing policies regarding visitors on 

Sunday mornings and throughout the week. We ask that you all refrain from 

handing anyone cash on Sunday mornings. We have begun to seed an “Open 

Hearts” fund for assisting families and individuals who may come into the 

church to ask for assistance. If you are interested in hearing more about the 

evolution of this fund and/or you would like to give directly to this fund, please 

contact a council member, a staff member or a Leaven Land volunteer. 

 
●  Join us for Bible Study! Tuesdays at 10:00 am on Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 6257, and in the 

conference room. We are currently studying the Gospel of Mark. 

 

https://signup.com/go/OhUqyMk
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257


● The GLC Quilters are looking for helpers on Thursday mornings to help with 

quilting. You do not need to know how to sew or quilt. If you would like to have 

companionship, we would love to have you join us on Thursday mornings from 

9-12. If you prefer to work from home, we have kits available that you can pick 

up. If you have questions, please call Karen Reagan at 503-257-7410. 

 

 

Worship Assistants for September 

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

Sept. 4 Dick Bemrose Gloria Kelsay Ernie Butenschoen Gloria Kelsay 

Sept. 11 GWOH GWOH GWOH GWOH 

Sept. 18 Joni Pokorny Youth Laura Britzius Youth 

Sept. 25 Ernie Butenschoen  Mary Karter Mary Curtis 

 

Worship Assistants are always needed! 

To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh. Questions? Call Gloria Kelsay.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)! 

  

https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh


 



 


