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Greetings to my brothers 

and sisters in Christ, 

 

I will start my message to 

you this month about how 

wonderful it was to see the 

big turnout of people from our community (David 

Douglas School District) that came to pick up coats at 

the church this past Saturday (Oct 22nd). Patty Olson 

and Debbie Pickens organized a group of church mem-

bers to set up on this past Friday and then again on 

Saturday (coat distribution day). A big THANKS goes 

out to our volunteers who participated in a very suc-

cessful coat drive. I heard that 260+ coats were distrib-

uted with many smiles shining brightly as they selected 

their new coats and headed back out into the commu-

nity. This is the kind of activity that warms our hearts 

and leaves us with memories that we will remember for 

a very long time. Thanks Patty and Debbie and all our 

volunteers, for your gift of time and talent to make our 

community around our great church a much nicer place  
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that people can look to and be aware that our church makes a difference.  

 

For the next two weeks we will have a supply pastor. His name is Don Voeks 

and he is a retired pastor who has been at our church before. He will be 

preaching on the 30th of October and the 6th of November. The Exec Com-

mittee is working with Pastor Melissa on bringing in a bridge pastor after 

that. We are setting up a meeting with the bridge pastor and then we will 

have the council meet and talk with that pastor and then the council will 

decide if the bridge pastor is a good fit for our church. We are moving 

along as well in the call process where the Call Committee will be presented 

with a panel of prospects to work through to find our next regular pastor. 

Thanks for being patient and please pray for the Call Committee as they 

work through the process. 

 

We will be looking for members to consider positions on the council as 

some of our council members will have finished their term of service. I hope 

that you will think about the possibility of becoming a council member. The 

people who form a council at Gethsemane work hard to represent our 

members, and I have to say that as President of the Council I was blessed 

with this council and staff. They deserve a pat on the back for all that they 

have done. They have helped me greatly. When you work side by side with 

each other, you form a bond that is very rewarding and you end up feeling 

good that you have served this wonderful Gethsemane Community in a 

positive way. I must admit that it isn’t always easy, but when you know God 

is on your side you can accomplish anything. 

 

Let’s make an effort to reach out to our members and nonmembers. Check 

in on someone that you have not seen in awhile and see how they are do-

ing. If you need another church directory, let me or any other council  
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members or our staff know. I have met people walking by the church and 

have invited them to come and visit on a Sunday. It doesn’t hurt to ask and 

you might be pleasantly surprised when they show up on any given Sun-

day.  

 

Thanks for all that you do for our church and a big THANKS goes out to our 

amazing staff. 

 

God Bless you all,  

Ernie 

Come celebrate the 2022 Christmas 

season with our annual concert! We’d 

love for you to join us as our three 

quartets sing their way through some 

Christmas classics. 

 

Join us at 1:30 pm on Sunday, No-

vember 27, 2022 in the Gethsemane 

Lutheran Sanctuary or at 4:30 pm at 

Temple Baptist Church, 1319 NE 7th 

Ave, Portland, OR 97232. 

The Dickens Carolers 



We welcome Pastor Don Voeks as our 

guest pastor for Reformation and All 

Saints’ Sundays. We will be celebrating 

Holy Communion on those Sundays. We 

still await news of a bridge pastor who will 

lead us until we have a settled pastor. 

 

Watch for upcoming announcements in 

the following weeks as we explore and finalize plans to share Thanksgiving 

Eve and mid-week Advent worship services with our cluster churches. 

More information to come. As of October 27, we have a tentative plan to 

hold combined worship with our cluster at Pilgrim Lutheran on Wed., No-

vember 23 (Thanksgiving Eve). 

 

A special thanks to Nona Paxton who saw a need for someone to tend 

our prayer candle table and volunteered to tend it every week. Thank you, 

Nona! 

 

Thanks to all those who have volunteered to serve as Worship Assis-

tants. Below you will find the list for November. A highlighted box indicates 

that we need a volunteer for that position. Please consider volunteering for 

a new position you haven’t filled before. For more information about the 

specific duties of that position, see the following people: 

 

Altar Guild - Kim Stoffregen  

Cantor - Jay Rector  

Communion Assistant - Gloria Kelsay  

Reader - Brenna Meyer  

Usher - Laura Britzius  
 

 

 

 

 



Worship Assistants for November 

 
 

If you need help signing up, contact Gloria. 

 

 

  

  

= Position needs to be filled 

Signup at https://signup.com/go/

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

Altar 

Guild 

Nov. 6 Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Mary  

Curtis 

  Mary  

Curtis 

Kim  

Stoffregen 

Nov. 13 Jay  

Rector 

Gloria 

Kelsay 

Ernie  

Butenschoen 

Gloria  

Kelsay 

Gloria  

Kelsay 

Nov. 20 Jay  

Rector 

Youth Laura Britzius 

Youth 

Youth   

Nov. 27 Lyle  

Johnson 

     Gloria  

Kelsay 

Gloria  

Kelsay

Join our 9:30 Sunday morning 

worship services on Zoom! 

 

• On a computer: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505 Click on the 

link or enter the following numbers – Meeting ID 814 7643 6505, then 

wait in the waiting room until Jasmine lets you in. 

 

 On a phone: call 1 253 215 8782 (no long distance charges will apply) 

and enter the meeting ID 814 7643 6505. You might get a prompt to hit 

the pound button.  

 Find our livestream on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

gethsemaneportland  

https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


Gethsemane Youth Happenings 

 

October was Reformation Month 

for Sunday School here at Geth-

semane. 

 

During the first pandemic year, when things were still shuttered - including 

church - and people were still extremely isolated on a large level, our Sun-

day School kids spent the entire month of October studying Martin Luther 

and the Reformation. We had such a good time with it (fun YouTube videos 

and music, fun facts like Luther married a run-away nun, and gaining deep-

er understanding of what makes us “Lutheran”) that we have done Martin 

Luther for the month of October ever since. Our Gethsemane Youth have 

learned that Martin Luther was labeled a heretic because of the 95 Theses 

he posted on a church door in Germany 505 years ago. What was Luther 

pleading that was labeled heresy and scandalous and offensive to pious 

ears? 

 

Luther didn’t believe we should be charging people for get out of jail 

free cards. He continued on by stating those get out of jail free cards 

didn’t mean anything anyway. There was no justification in purchasing in-

dulgences. This pleading was decreed heresy, and the Reformation became 

more than theology - it became political. Luther was not willing to recant 

his 95 Theses. Luther showed up loud, and proud, and feisty for justice. The 

Peasant Uprisings of 1524 were a direct result of Luther’s calls for refor-

mation of the Church, and these uprisings were to call on the aristocracy to 

hear the plight of peasants in Germany. People were starving, impoverished, 

unfairly taxed, and disregarded - seen as less than human. 

 

We hear all the time that the church has become “too political”. Yet, Chris-

tian church has always been ‘too political’; Jesus told parables to chastise  
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political and religious figures. Martin Luther denounced the idea of selling 

indulgences and refused to recant his statements in defiance of the status 

quo. We, church today, must also be willing to be quick to do justice. Stand 

tall in what is just, not waiver for fear of the status quo. If we, as church, do 

not hear incessant pleas for just relationships, just treatment, and just rul-

ings; who are we in parables such as “The Wicked Judge”? 

 

These parables call on us to question what is justice? What is peace? 

Can we have one without the other? As Lutherans we talk about grace: who 

is capable of grace? What grace can we expect - even if we are sometimes 

a wicked judge or a Pharisee crossing the other side of the street? And Je-

sus says; God will do justice. Soon. Are we also willing, as church, to do jus-

tice…soon? 

 

Join our #GethsemaneYouth this month as we explore in-depth the waiting 

and anticipation that comes with the Advent season. If you’d like to teach 

Sunday School, please contact me! 

 

-Jasmine 

CYFM@GLCPDX 

Join us for Bible Study on Tuesday 

mornings at 10:00 am! In person in 

the Conference Room and on Zoom at 

https://us06web.zoom.us/

j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 

6257. We’re currently studying the 

Gospel of Mark. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257


  

 

 

 

Sharing Christ’s Love through Lutheran World Relief 

The boxes are packed and ready to go!! We have 24 quilts and 204 school 

kits for donation to Lutheran World Relief They will be delivered to the de-

pot at St. Andrew’s Lutheran, Beaverton, on Friday, Oct. 28th. These dona-

tions are then shipped by rail car to a Lutheran World Relief distribution 

center in Maryland. 

I think of all the people involved in this project! We have our quilters who 

meet each Thursday to assemble and sew quilts. (They could use more peo-

ple-and you don’t have to be able to sew!) We have people who donate 

fabric, school supplies, and funds. We had a generous grant from the Mis-

sion Endowment fund to purchase additional school supplies. On the 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” service day, we 

had people from St. Timothy’s, Trinity, and 

Gethsemane threading drawstrings into 

the backpacks, with 90 being completed 

that day. More people came forward and 

offered to thread drawstrings into bags at 

home, in addition to a person who sews 

the drawstring bags for us throughout the 

year. On Oct. 20th, we had a great crew 

turn out to assemble and box the quilts 

and school kits. With an assembly line, we 

completed the task in an hour and a half!  
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Then we have two dedicated people who volunteer to deliver these goods 

to the depot! (If I forgot anybody, my apologies.) Thank you all! 

With a war in Ukraine, Lutheran World Relief has six centers to shelter fami-

lies. Just think of a refugee receiving a quilt to keep them warm. 

Think of a child receiving a school kit. With necessary school supplies, at-

tendance in school improves the quality of education. 

We are sharing the love of Christ through our ministries. 

Karla Hills 

Don’t forget to set your clocks back on November 5th! 



Gethsemane Vision and Mission 

We are forgiven and called by God to proclaim the Good News of Christ. 

With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to serve both the  

physical and spiritual needs of all people in our changing society. We  

welcome all races, abilities, genders, and sexual orientations. 

 

 

Community Covenant 

In recognition of God’s greatest commandment, we will love God with all 

our heart, mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as ourselves. In that same 

spirit, we make this covenant: • We will welcome all people with our hearts, 

actions, and words. • We will talk with each other, not at each other. • We 

will listen to each other, not for fault but for understanding. • We will  

express our concerns and issues directly with those involved, rather than 

with others. • We will support our pastor and staff and honor their efforts 

among us. • We will seek to discover what is best for our Church as a 

whole, not what may be best for us individually or as a small group. • We 

will pray with each other and for each other  



 

 

Notes 

 Please check that the exterior doors are closed and latched before you 

leave. 

 

 Do you know someone in need of food pantry resources? Oregon Food 

Bank’s “Food Finder” (foodfinder.oregonfoodbank.org) can help! Enter 

an address to find all the free local pantries within 15 miles, including 

open days and hours. 

 

 SnowCap’s fall needs include the following: baby formula, hearty 

canned soup / chili / stews, gallon zip-top bags, canned fruits & vegeta-

bles, canned tuna, children’s pants in kids sizes 6x-14, new socks (all siz-

es), new underwear (all sizes), gently-used shoes labeled with size on the 

toe with tape (this helps so much!), cans & bottles with deposit (rinsed 

please!), school supplies.  Go to www.snowcap.org/donate for more in-

formation or to send a contribution to be used to bulk-purchase goods. 

The donation drive-through is open Monday-Friday between 9 am - 3 

pm at 17788 SE Pine Street.  

 

 Please remember to sign in on the contact-tracing sheet.  

 

 If you’d like to run a message or announcement about a church event 

in the Olive Press, please email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or mail 

it in to the office for formatting. Requests must be received in writing no 

later than mid-month for the next month’s issue. 

 

 Participation in Thrivent Choice® & Thrivent Action Teams makes a 

difference! Thrivent clients with membership have unique opportunities 

to help support Vacation Bible School and the ministry of planting seeds 

of faith!  Consider making a personal donation, leading a Thrivent Ac-

tion Team, or directing Thrivent Choice Dollars®. Go to Thrivent.com/

generosity to learn more.  

https://foodfinder.oregonfoodbank.org/
https://service.thrivent.com/apps/ThriventChoiceMemberWeb/public/organizationSearchHome
thrivent.com/actionteam
thrivent.com/actionteam
https://service.thrivent.com/webapp/memberLogin/login?bmctx=BEF0DCF9B818F8FB95D02D3F479597F656B9079800E7CA766FCB5E1D8A93A6DD&password=secure_string&contextType=external&username=string&challenge_url=https%3A%2F%2Fservice.thrivent.com%2Fwebapp%2FmemberLogin%2F


 

November Lectionary 

 

Nov. 6 — All Saints Day 

(observed)  

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

Psalm 149 (1) 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-31  

 

Sun. Nov. 13 — 23rd Sunday af-

ter Pentecost 

Malachi 4:1-2a  

Psalm 98 (9)  

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  

Luke 21:5-19  

 

 

 

Sun. Nov. 20 — Christ the King 

Sunday 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm 46 (10) 

Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43  

 

Nov. 27 - First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Psalm 122 (1)  

Romans 13:11-14  

Matthew 24:36-44  

The Nominations Committee is looking for people to serve with 

the Council. Check with Ernie if you would like to get involved. 

We have lots of openings with something for everybody! 



Vanco Contributions Procedure,  

Option One 
 

Go to www.glcportland.org. On the homepage, there is a button that says 

“Online Giving”. That button will take you to the Vanco website. On the 

Vanco homepage… 

 

• Login in the top right corner. 

• Select “contribute” under one of the categories: 

a. Evangelism/Outreach 

b. Building 

c. General Fund 

• After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form 

a. How much; any amount 

b. How often; once, weekly, monthly 

c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up) 

d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information 

e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review infor-

mation” button 

 

 

http://www.glcportland.org


Vanco Contributions Procedure 

Option Two 

 

Go to https://secure.myvancom.com/L-YRFX/home on the Vanco homep-

age: 

• Login in the top right corner. 

• Select “contribute” under one of the categories: 

a. Evangelism/Outreach 

b. Building 

c. General Fund 

• After selecting “contribute”, fill out the form 

a. How much; any amount 

b. How often; once, weekly, monthly 

c. Select when to start the payment (a calendar will pop up) 

d. The next page will ask for credit/debit card information 

e. On the right side of the same page, click the “review infor-

mation” button 

 

Unfortunately, it doesn’t look as if you can simply increase  

contributions that have already been scheduled.  

 

You can additional contributions, or cancel scheduled  

contributions and set new ones. 

https://secure.myvancom.com/L-YRFX/home


Our Annual Congregational Meeting 

will be held December 4 after worship. 

Please plan to attend, as we will be 

voting in new council members and 

nominating committee chairs. We wel-

come your help in guiding GLC into 

the future! 

GLC Calendar for November 

 

• Sunday, Nov. 6th: Worship, 9:30am 

 

• Tuesday, Nov. 8th: Bible Study, 10:00 am 

 

• Sunday, Nov. 13th: Worship, 9:30 am 

 

• Tuesday, Nov. 15th: Bible Study, 10:00 am 

 

• Sunday, Nov. 20th: Youth Sunday! Worship, 9:30 am 

 

• Tuesday, Nov. 22nd: Bible Study, 10:00 am 

 

• Tuesday, Nov. 22nd: Church Council, 7:00 pm 

 

• Thursday, Nov. 24th: Thanksgiving, OFFICE CLOSED 

 

• Sunday, Nov. 27th: Worship, 9:30am 

 

• Sunday, Nov. 27th: Dickens Carolers Holiday Concert @ GLC, 1:30pm 

 

• Tuesday, Nov. 29th: Bible Study, 10:00 am 

 

 



 

 Owen Solberg   11/3 

 Ryan Gilsoul    11/4 

 Karla Hills     11/4 

 Judith Rust     11/7 

 Stephen Huggett  11/10 

Collette Gill    11/16 

Gretchen Goodall 11/18 

Paul Liebrand   11/21 

Nona Paxton    11/28 

Clara Leibrand   11/29 

November Anniversaries & Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Lyle & Denise Johnson  11/27 

Birthdays 



  The GLC Church Office hours are   

 

  Monday 1:00 to 4:00 pm 

  Tuesday from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

  Wednesday - Thursday 9:00 - 4:00  

 

Please sign in when you come to the office. 

Disposable masks are available on the counter. 

Anna works from home Monday mornings and Tuesday afternoons (reach 

her by email), and is off on Fridays. 

Financial Update 

 

October 2021 contributions: $15,118.68 

October 2022 contributions: $11,763.03 (through 10/27) 

 

Thank you for your faithful support of Gethsemane 

through pledges and gifts of time and service. Contributions can be mailed, 

handed to Anna during office hours, or dropped off in the locked mailbox 

(checked often). Many credit unions and banks will automatically mail 

checks at your request. To give online, go to www.glcportland.org/give or 

scan our Venmo code. 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 11560 SE Market, Portland, OR 97216 

(503) 256-1835   www.glcportland.org   pastor@glcportland.org 

Church Office Hours: Mon. 1:00-4:00, Tues. 9:00-1:00; Wed/Thur 9:00-4:00 

 

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date: 

email Anna at alewis@glcportland.org or call 503-256-1835 with prayer re-

quests or changes 

 

Concerns—Ongoing: Those who are ill, homebound, or in need of other 

prayers: Colleen Barnett’s friend Shane and niece Tami; Ken Hansen; Karen 

Arendt; Connie Rachel Coughlin’s neighbor’s daughter Ashley; Sharon Lee’s 

niece Terri; Doug Glenn; Rod Hills’s mother Betty; Becky Keiper’s friend 

Gary; Sharon Lee’s sister in law Judy Fleming who has dementia; Rachel 

Coughlin’s friends Jodi Cofer who has cancer and Jodi Schultz after the loss 

of her husband; Kim & Ernie Butenschoen’s sister-in-law’s mother Shirley; 

Shirla Rapp’s cousin Mike; Russ & Melissa Solberg’s dad Dan Solberg; Ginny 

Barton; Todd & Peggy Sloan’s grandnephew Hunter 

 

Urgent: Those who are ill or in need of other prayers: Virginia Haacke; eve-

ryone who’s ill with Covid 

November Olive Press 

Homebound 

Virginia Haacke, Carol Steele, Carol Law, Jo Nelson. 


