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GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our 

worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. We are now serving 

communion at the altar. If you wish to continue taking it at your seat, pick a kit up 

in the narthex or see an usher. 

 

 

 

 

* = Please stand as you are able. 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


BLESSING FOR NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

O God, our times are in your hand. Look with favor, we pray, on these your 

servants as they begin another year. Grant that they grow in wisdom and grace, and 

help them to trust in your goodness all the days of their lives, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

*GETHSEMANE VISION & MISSION 

 

We are forgiven and called by God to proclaim the Good News of Christ. With 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to serve both the physical and 

spiritual needs of all people in our changing society. We welcome all races, 

abilities, genders, and sexual orientations. 

 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 

Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus 

does. 

 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



*GATHERING HYMN: A Mighty Fortress is Our God, ELW 504 

 

 



*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE             

 REFRAIN 

 

 



 

 

 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 



 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here! 

 

 

WORD  

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 



that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 

the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 46 

 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

 3though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. R 

 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. R 

 

 



SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 

A reading from Romans. 

 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 

prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 

No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 

from works prescribed by the law. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 

to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 

place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY: My Hope is Built on Nothing Less, ELW 597 

 

 

 

*CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 



On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on behalf of all of God’s 

creation. 

 

God our fortress, we pray for the church. Write your law of love on the hearts of 

your people, that we remain steadfast in our witness to your grace. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our liberator, we pray for your earth. Bring new life to overused land and 

contaminated rivers. Reform and reorient our relationship with the environment, 

that we faithfully care for all of your creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God, our refuge and strength, we pray for the nations. Where they are in an uproar, 

bring wise leadership and comfort for those in distress. Make wars to cease and 

peace to enter every land. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God, our very present help in trouble, we pray for those in need. Show mercy to 

refugees and all fleeing from danger. Shelter any without homes. Calm all who are 

facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis especially those we name now in our 

hearts and on our lips. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



God our redeemer, we pray for our congregation. Bless all who are preparing for 

baptism or affirmation of baptism. Open their hearts to your Holy Spirit, teach them 

your word, and give them courage to proclaim their faith. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God our stronghold, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith, 

especially Martin Luther and all reformers. Renew and reform us as we strive to 

continue in your word. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

With grateful hearts, we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE              
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with a wave or a fist bump.  

 

 

OFFERING 

Please be seated for a quiet moment of reflection. 

 

Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may place your offering in the offering plate by 

the baptismal font, give online at www.glcportland.org/give or with Venmo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


*OFFERING SONG 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

  

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 

in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 

Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, 

and make us ready to share with all in need; 

through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

Amen. 

 

 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  



We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

 

…and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

All are welcome to celebrate communion as part of our worship this morning! If 

you are joining us via livestream, any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. 

Please hold up the bread and the cup as Pastor Voeks says the words of institution: 

 

 

 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 



COMMUNION SONG: Listen, God is Calling, ELW 513 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG: That Priceless Grace, ELW 591 

 

 

 

*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



SENDING 

 

*COMMUNITY COVENANT 

 

In recognition of God’s greatest commandment, we will love God with all our heart, 

mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as ourselves. In that same spirit, we make 

this covenant: 

 

 • We will welcome all people with our hearts, actions, and words. 

 • We will talk with each other, not at each other.  

 • We will listen to each other, not for fault but for understanding. 

 • We will express our concerns and issues directly with those involved, 

rather than with others. 

 • We will support our pastor and staff and honor their efforts among us. 

 • We will seek to discover what is best for our Church as a whole, not what 

may be best for us individually or as a small group. 

 • We will pray with each other and for each other. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

 

God, who gives life to all things 

and frees us from despair, 

bless you with truth and peace. 

And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*SENDING SONG: The Church’s One Foundation, ELW 654 

 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



POSTLUDE 

Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen 

without interruption. Thank you! 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
• We welcome Pastor Don Voeks, who will be presiding this 

week and next as we celebrate Communion for Reformation 

and All Saints' Day. 

 
• Worship with us on Zoom at 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505. To join by phone, 

call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505. Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland.  

 
• If you wish to have the name of a loved one read for All Saints’ Day on 

November 6, submit a name(s) by emailing or calling the church office no later 

than Wednesday, November 2. 

 
• Fall back: Daylight Savings Time ends at 2:00 am on November 6.  

 
• We need Worship Assistants!! If you have been considering volunteering to 

serve as a Worship Assistant but were unsure what exactly it would entail or just 

want more information, Worship has assigned one contact person for each role 

to make it easier to know exactly who to talk to. Support and mentoring are 

available. Contact these people for more information: 
o Altar Guild - Kim Stoffregen 
o Cantor - Jay Rector 
o Communion Assistant - Gloria Kelsay 
o Reader - Brenna Meyer 
o Usher - Laura Britzius 

 
• Gethsemane: we are establishing policies regarding visitors on Sunday mornings 

and throughout the week. We ask that you all refrain from handing anyone cash 

on Sunday mornings. We have begun to seed an “Open Hearts” fund for 

assisting families and individuals who may come to the church to ask for 

assistance. If you’d like to hear more about the evolution of this fund and/or you 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


would like to give to this fund, please contact a council member, a staff 

member, or a Leaven Land volunteer. 

 
●  Join us for Bible Study! Tuesdays at 10:00 am on Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 6257, and in the 

conference room. We are currently studying the Gospel of Mark. 

 
● The GLC Quilters are looking for helpers on Thursday mornings to help with 

quilting. You do not need to know how to sew or quilt. If you would like to have 

companionship, we would love to have you join us on Thursday mornings from 

9-12. If you prefer to work from home, we have kits available that you can pick 

up. If you have questions, please call Karen Reagan at 503-257-7410. 

 
● The Dickens Carolers will be performing a holiday concert here at GLC on 

Sunday, November 27 at 1:30 pm. 

 

 

Worship Assistants for October/November 

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

Altar 

Guild 

Oct. 30 Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Gloria Kelsay  Gloria Kelsay Gloria 

Kelsay 

Nov. 6 Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Mary Curtis   Mary Curtis Kim 

Stoffregen 

Nov. 

13 

Jay Rector Gloria Kelsay Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Gloria Kelsay Gloria 

Kelsay 

Nov. 

20 

Jay Rector Youth Laura 

Britzius 

Youth 

Youth   

Nov. 

27 

Gloria Kelsay         

  

  

= Position needs to be filled 

Signup at https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh 

If you need help signing up, contact Gloria. 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257
https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh


 

 
Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)! 

 



 


