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GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE 

Let us be in the spirit of worship together.  

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our 

worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. We are now serving 

communion at the altar. If you wish to continue taking it at your seat, pick a kit up 

in the narthex or see an usher. 

 

* = Please stand as you are able. 

 

Baptism of Our Lord 
January 15, 2023 

9:30 am 
 

“Child of God,  

you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever.” 

ELW p. 231 “Holy Baptism” 
 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


*GETHSEMANE VISION & MISSION 

 

We are forgiven and called by God to proclaim the Good News of Christ. With 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to serve both the physical and 

spiritual needs of all people in our changing society. We welcome all races, 

abilities, genders, and sexual orientations. 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth,  

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

Water is poured into the font as the presiding minister and congregation give 

thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

   

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 



As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the congregation will be sprinkled with water 

during the singing. 

 

 

*GATHERING SONG: Baptized in Water, ELW 456 

 

 

 

*GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

 



*KYRIE 

 

 



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray.  

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son 

and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ 

faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your 



Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here! 

 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 3a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

 

 5Thus says God, the Lord, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 

  7to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 



  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 8I am the Lord, that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 9See, the former things have come to pass, 

  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 29 
1Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, 

  ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; 

  the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees; 

  the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the Lord 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; 

  the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O Lord, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.  

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 

A reading from Acts. 
 

34Peter began to speak to Cornelius and his household: “I truly understand that God 

shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 

was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by 

God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by 

God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John 

would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 

to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this 

way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to 

him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 
17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY: Baptized and Set Free, ELW 453 

 

 

 

*WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS 

 

 

*CREED 

 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

The pastor will remind the congregation of the Affirmation of Baptism vows. 

 

Let us offer our welcome in Christ to this community of faith. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Calling God, you speak with power to your church. Open our hearts and minds to 

the new things you are declaring. Strengthen bishops, pastors, deacons, lay leaders, 

and teachers of the faith. Thank you for all who join our congregation and share our 

ministry. Equip the baptized everywhere for your reconciling and redeeming work. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



Renewing God, you provide the waters of the earth and in Jesus’ baptism you reveal 

the waters of life. Cleanse and protect oceans, rivers, and watersheds. Bring relief to 

parched lands and to communities without access to safe water. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Righteous God, you never weary of establishing justice. Increase cooperation and 

constructive dialogue between nations. Guide local, national, and international 

authorities to govern with equity, vision, and integrity. We pray for those in military 

service, for peacemakers, and for our enemies. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Abiding God, your mercy is steadfast. Give sanctuary to people who flee from 

oppression, war, poverty, and famine. Sustain health care workers, caregivers, first 

responders, counselors, and all who help and heal. Comfort those who are grieving 

or experiencing crisis. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Blessing God, in Christ you gather the beloved community. Kindle the gifts of your 

Spirit in your people. Accompany the newly baptized, those recently ordained, and 

any beginning a new ministry. Inspire synodical leaders and congregational 

councils to serve with imagination and wisdom. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Promising God, your faithfulness endures throughout all generations. We give 

thanks for those who have died in Christ, trusting that we will be united with them 

and all the saints in Christ’s resurrection life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

 

*PEACE              

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with a wave or a fist bump.  

 



OFFERING 

Please be seated for a quiet moment of reflection. 

 

Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may place your offering in the offering plate by 

the baptismal font, give online at www.glcportland.org/give or with Venmo.  

 

 

*OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, ELW 182 

 

 

 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

 

*THE DIALOGUE 

 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 

 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

All are welcome to celebrate communion as part of our worship this morning! If 

you are joining us via livestream, any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. 

Please hold up the bread and the cup as Pastor Donna says the words of 

institution: 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION SONG: Spirit of Gentleness, ELW 396 

 

 



*COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 

*COMMUNITY COVENANT 

 

In recognition of God’s greatest commandment, we will love God with all our heart, 

mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as ourselves. In that same spirit, we make 

this covenant: 

 

 • We will welcome all people with our hearts, actions, and words. 

 • We will talk with each other, not at each other.  

 • We will listen to each other, not for fault but for understanding. 

 • We will express our concerns and issues directly with those involved, 

rather than with others. 

 • We will support our pastor and staff and honor their efforts among us. 

 • We will seek to discover what is best for our Church as a whole, not what 

may be best for us individually or as a small group. 

 • We will pray with each other and for each other. 

 

 

 

 



*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG: Go, My Children, With My Blessing, ELW 543 

 

 

 

 



*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen 

without interruption. Thank you! 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Baptized and Set Free 

 
Spirit of Gentleness 

 
Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License # SAS006610. Hymns reprinted by permission under 

OneLicense #A-706715 unless otherwise noted.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• Today we welcome Dale Banke as a new member of 

Gethsemane. He is transferring his membership from St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church, Santa Monica. Welcome, Dale! 

 

• The office will be closed Monday, January 16, in 

observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 

 

• A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 12th after church. 

The agenda will be to hold a final vote on the revised Constitution and to line up 

the Nominating Committee and voting members for the Synod Assembly (online 

via Zoom, May 20th). 

 



• Don’t forget to check out the Star Words at the bulletin board in the entryway. 

Be open to how the Spirit might guide you with that word through the new year! 

 

• Start watching the sales for bath towels! We are beginning to collect bath 

towels for the Personal Care Kits distributed through Lutheran World Relief. 

Dark colored towels are preferred. Personal Care Kits will be assembled in 

April. Please watch for the list of needed items (in addition to towels) in 

February’s Olive Press. There is a collection bin for Lutheran World Relief 

supplies in the narthex. Thank you for your support! ~Karla Hills 

 

• Please sign up for worship assistants for January and beyond! 

 

• The sanctuary poinsettias are available now, if you’d like to take any home. 

 

• Worship with us on Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505. To join 

by phone, call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505. Or on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland. 

 
● Quarterback Sundays - Each Sunday in January will be a “Quarterback 

Sunday”. If you bring the youth $1 (or $5 or $10 bills), we will give you a 

“quarter back”. These donations will supplement our donation to SnowCap for 

Souperbowl Sunday.  

 
● SouperBowl Sunday - February 12th is Super Bowl Sunday. Please join us in 

participating in SouperBowl Sunday and beating Trinity and Resurrection 

Lutheran in donations to SnowCap this year. Donations may be brought in 

anytime in January, and through February 12th. 

 
● Join us for Bible Study! Tuesdays at 10:00 am on Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 6257, and in the 

conference room.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257


 

 

Worship Assistants 
Worship Assistants are always needed! 

To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh. Questions? Call Gloria Kelsay.  

 

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

Altar Guild 

Jan. 15 Gloria Kelsay Youth Nona Paxton Youth Gloria Kelsay 

Jan. 22 Dick Bemrose 

 

Mary Karter Mary Karter Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Kim 

Stoffregen 

Jan. 29 Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Kim 

Stoffregen 

Nona Paxton Kim 

Stoffregen 

Kim 

Stoffregen 

 

 

 

 
 

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)! 

 

  

https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh


 
 


