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GATHERING 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Let us be in the spirit of worship together.  

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our 

worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. We are now serving 

communion at the altar. If you wish to continue taking it at your seat, pick a kit up 

in the narthex or see an usher. 

 

 

 

* = Please stand as you are able. 

Third Sunday after 

Epiphany 

 
January 22, 2023 

9:30 am 
 

Discipleship is a long obedience 

in the same direction. 

Eugene Peterson 
 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


*GETHSEMANE VISION & MISSION 

 

We are forgiven and called by God to proclaim the Good News of Christ. With 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to serve both the physical and 

spiritual needs of all people in our changing society. We welcome all races, 

abilities, genders, and sexual orientations. 

 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



*GATHERING HYMN, Will You Come and Follow Me, ELW 798 

 



*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.     

And also with you. 

 

 

*KYRIE   

 Assistant: In peace, in peace, 

 

 



*HYMN of PRAISE 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

 

Let us pray, 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 

through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here! 



WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the 

Lord] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 

latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 
1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze 

upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple. 

 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I 



will sing and make music to the Lord. R 

 7Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 

 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my 

salvation. R 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to 

me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” 

or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God 

that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that 

you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 

beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not 

send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 

that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 

might be fulfilled: 

 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 

  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

 16the people who sat in darkness 

  have seen a great light, 

 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.” 

 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he 



saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 

their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they 

left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

 
23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the 

people. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY, Christ Be Our Light, ELW 715 

 



*CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed... 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the cross. Help us to 

work together across differences. Energize ecumenical partnerships, including the 

World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea with your 

abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere and fallow fields in the 

northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break the rod of the 

oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of death in places of war and 

persecution. Grant us leaders who lift the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. Rouse 

communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing maltreatment, or are 

isolated and lonely. (Especially we pray for . . . .) Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this community. 

Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your presence; foster mutual respect; 

inspire our cooperation in loving our neighbors. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous and 

unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with them to the 

fullness of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

 

*PEACE              

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with a wave or a fist bump.  

 

 

OFFERING 

Please be seated for a quiet moment of reflection. 

 

Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may place your offering in the offering plate by 

the baptismal font, give online at www.glcportland.org/give or with Venmo.  

http://www.glcportland.org/give


*OFFERTORY, As the Grains of Wheat 

 

 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, Amen. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

All are welcome to celebrate communion! If you are joining us via livestream, you 

may commune from home. Any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. Please 

follow along with Pastor Donna in holding up your bread and cup. 

 

 

 

The Proper Preface is sung or said 

P  It is our duty and delight . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 

 

Remembering his command to love one another, his life and death, his resurrection 

and his ascension, we pray for his coming again, even as we cry:  

 

 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and 

your whole creation.  

 



 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 

 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN: Here I Am, Lord, ELW 574 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 



 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 

*COMMUNITY COVENANT 

 

In recognition of God’s greatest commandment, we will love God with all our heart, 

mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as ourselves. In that same spirit, we make 

this covenant: 

 

 • We will welcome all people with our hearts, actions, and words. 

 • We will talk with each other, not at each other.  

 • We will listen to each other, not for fault but for understanding. 



 • We will express our concerns and issues directly with those involved, 

rather than with others. 

 • We will support our pastor and staff and honor their efforts among us. 

 • We will seek to discover what is best for our Church as a whole, not what 

may be best for us individually or as a small group. 

 • We will pray with each other and for each other. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING SONG, Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake, ELW 799  

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE 

Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen 

without interruption. Thank you! 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Will You Come and Follow Me 

 
Christ Be Our Light 

 

Here I Am, Lord 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, 

February 12th after church. The agenda will be to hold a 

final vote on the revised Constitution and to line up the 

Nominating Committee and voting members for the 

Synod Assembly (online via Zoom, May 20th). The 

Constitution is posted on the website, and paper copies 

are available in the office. 

 

• Don’t forget to check out the Star Words at the bulletin board in the entryway. 

Be open to how the Spirit might guide you with that word through the new year! 

 

• Start watching the sales for bath towels! We are beginning to collect bath 

towels for the Personal Care Kits distributed through Lutheran World Relief. 

Dark colored towels are preferred. Personal Care Kits will be assembled in 

April. Please watch for the list of needed items (in addition to towels) in 

February’s Olive Press. There is a collection bin for Lutheran World Relief 

supplies in the narthex. Thank you for your support! ~Karla Hills 

 

• Please sign up for worship assistants for January and beyond! 



• Church financials are posted on our website at glcportland.org/finances. If you 

don’t know the password, please contact Anna in the office. 

 

• The Change For Good jar is designated for our Open Hands fund for 

community assistance with utilities and small incidental expenses. 

 

• Worship with us on Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505. To join 

by phone, call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505. Or on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland. 

 
● Quarterback Sundays - Each Sunday in January will be a “Quarterback 

Sunday”. If you bring the youth $1 (or $5 or $10 bills), we will give you a 

“quarter back”. These donations will supplement our donation to SnowCap for 

Souperbowl Sunday.  

 
● SouperBowl Sunday - February 12th is Super Bowl Sunday. Please join us in 

participating in SouperBowl Sunday and beating Trinity and Resurrection 

Lutheran in donations to SnowCap this year. Donations may be brought in 

anytime in January, and through February 12th. 

 
● Join us for Bible Study! Tuesdays at 10:00 am on Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 6257, and in the 

conference room. The topic right now is discernment; we are studying the book, 

Listening for God. 

 

 

Worship Assistants 

Worship Assistants are always needed! 

To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh. Questions? Call Gloria Kelsay.  

 

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

Altar Guild 

Jan. 

22 

Dick Bemrose 

 

Mary Karter Mary Karter Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Kim 

Stoffregen 

Jan. 

29 

Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Kim 

Stoffregen 

Nona Paxton Kim 

Stoffregen 

Kim 

Stoffregen 

 

 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257
https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh


 

 



 


