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GATHERING 

 

 

PRELUDE 

Let us be in the spirit of worship together.  

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS     

Welcome to worship! For the safety of our community, we ask that you sign in. Our 

worship service is broadcast live on Zoom and Facebook. We are now serving 

communion at the altar. If you wish to continue taking it at your seat, pick a kit up 

in the narthex or see an usher. 

* = Please stand as you are able. 

 

Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 12, 2023 

9:30 am 
 

Happy are they  

who follow the teaching of the Lord. 

Psalm 119:1 
 

https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland


*GETHSEMANE VISION & MISSION 

 

We are forgiven and called by God to proclaim the Good News of Christ. With 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our mission is to serve both the physical and 

spiritual needs of all people in our changing society. We welcome all races, 

abilities, genders, and sexual orientations. 

 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 



*GATHERING HYMN, Come, All You People, ELW 819 

 

 

*GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.     

And also with you. 

 

 



*KYRIE   

 Assistant: In peace, in peace, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

 

Let us pray, 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we 

accomplish nothing good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we 

ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 



CHILDREN’S BLESSING 

Welcome families! We’re so glad you are here! 

 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

A reading from Deuteronomy. 

 

[Moses said to the people:] 15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, 

death and adversity. 16If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I 

am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and 

observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 

become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are 

entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led 

astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you 

shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 

enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have 

set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your 

descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to 

him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land 

that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:1-8 

 

 1Happy are they whose way is blameless, 

  who follow the teaching of the Lord! 

 2Happy are they who observe your decrees 

  and seek you with all their hearts, 

 3who never do any wrong, 

  but always walk in your ways. 

 4You laid down your commandments, 

  that we should fully keep them. R 

 5Oh, that my ways were made so direct 



  that I might keep your statutes! 

 6Then I should not be put to shame, 

  when I regard all your commandments. 

 7I will thank you with a true heart, 

  when I have learned your righteous judgments. 

 8I will keep your statutes; 

  do not utterly forsake me. R 

 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 
1Brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as 

people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you 

were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of 

the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of 

the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I 

belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 

 
5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, 

as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God 

who gives the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common 

purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are 

God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 5:21-37 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient 

times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 
22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to 

judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and 

if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are 

offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has 

something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be 

reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to 

terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your 

accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be 

thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the 

last penny. 
 

27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to 

you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it 

away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to 



be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 

it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to 

go into hell. 

 
31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground 

of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 

woman commits adultery. 
 

33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 

swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to 

you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the 

earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 
36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the 

evil one.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*HYMN OF THE DAY, Healer of Our Every Ill, ELW 612 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*CREED 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed... 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Inspire your church that it may be a sign of life throughout the world. From the 

exploration of faith with children and new believers to missionaries and bishops, 

shape lives of faithfulness, so that all find abundant life in your ways. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Nourish your creation. Accompany all who plant and water. Bless the work of 

farmers; provide for subsistence farmers facing drought and climate change. Guide 

the work of agricultural scientists toward sustainable ways to feed the world. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



Give growth where there seems to be no hope for life. In nations and regions where 

reconciliation seems impossible, empower peacemakers with your Spirit. Where 

death holds sway through violence, disease, and hunger, equip relief workers to 

bring hope. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Nurture all in need. Bring healing to all who experience trauma caused by systems 

of injustice and destructive relationships. Give courage to those struggling to repent 

and those seeking reconciliation. Sustain all who work for restoration. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Encourage this congregation. Call us to a common purpose and keep us from 

quarrelling. Turn our hearts toward you and guide our leaders, so that our choices 

may be lifegiving for all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Thanks be to you for the lives of all who have died in Christ. Teach us to follow 

them in your ways and gather us with them into the promise of eternal life with you. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 

revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

 

*PEACE              

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share a sign of peace with a wave or a fist bump.  

 

 

OFFERING 

Please be seated for a quiet moment of reflection. 

 



Thank you for your generous gifts to sustain the mission and ministry of 

Gethsemane Lutheran Church. You may place your offering in the offering plate by 

the baptismal font, give online at www.glcportland.org/give or with Venmo.  

 

 

*OFFERTORY, As the Grains of Wheat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.glcportland.org/give


*OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

All are welcome to celebrate communion! If you are joining us via livestream, you 

may commune from home. Any bread and wine, water or juice may be used. Please 

follow along with Pastor Tim in holding up your bread and cup. 

 

 

 

The Proper Preface is sung or said 



P  It is our duty and delight . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; …Remembering his command to 

love one another, his life and death, his resurrection and his ascension, we pray for 

his coming again, even as we cry; Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and 

your whole creation. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*LORD’S PRAYER 

This morning we pray the Lord’s Prayer from the Anglican New Zealand prayer 

book: 

 

Gathered into one by the Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe; 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world; 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings; 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 

sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

From trial too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

Come and taste the joy of God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN: One Bread, One Body, ELW 496 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing 

that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

 

*COMMUNITY COVENANT 

 

In recognition of God’s greatest commandment, we will love God with all our heart, 

mind, and soul, and love our neighbor as ourselves. In that same spirit, we make 

this covenant: 

 

 • We will welcome all people with our hearts, actions, and words. 

 • We will talk with each other, not at each other.  

 • We will listen to each other, not for fault but for understanding. 

 • We will express our concerns and issues directly with those involved, 

rather than with others. 

 • We will support our pastor and staff and honor their efforts among us. 



 • We will seek to discover what is best for our Church as a whole, not what 

may be best for us individually or as a small group. 

 • We will pray with each other and for each other. 

 

 

*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING SONG, Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing, ELW 545 

 

 

*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 



POSTLUDE 

Please leave the sanctuary quietly so that those who wish may remain to listen 

without interruption. Thank you! 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Liturgical elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg 

Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License # SAS006610. Hymns reprinted by permission under 

OneLicense #A-706715 unless otherwise noted.  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• Please stay after worship this Sunday for a short 

Congregational Meeting. The agenda will be to hold a 

final vote on the revised Constitution and to line up the 

Nominating Committee and voting members for the 

Synod Assembly (online via Zoom, May 20th). The 

Constitution is posted on the website, and paper copies 

are available in the office. 

 

• SouperBowl Sunday – This Sunday is Super Bowl Sunday. Please join us in 

participating in SouperBowl Sunday and beating Trinity and Resurrection 

Lutheran in donations to SnowCap this year. Donations may be brought in 

through February 12th. 

 

• Ash Wednesday services on February 22 will be at noon and 7:00 pm. 

 

• Lenten Midweek Services: Wednesday Noon Bible Study, led by Jasmine, 

with soup and bread to follow. Wednesday Evening Service at 7:00 pm, with 

soup and bread before at 6:00 pm. Neither service will be streamed. Signup 

sheets will be in the narthex if you’d like to bring soup and/or bread. 

 

• Gethsemane has a work group going to SnowCap Community Charities, 17805 

SE Stark St., on the second Wednesday of the month from 4-6pm. We usually 

package fruits, vegetables, or diapers into plastic bags for distribution or any 

other projects that they need help with. If you have not been part of the existing 



group and are interested in participating in this service, please contact Diane 

Liefeld, 503-860-3397. We do need to know who is coming each month as 

SnowCap plans the day’s activities based on how many are coming. Besides 

getting lots of work done, we have a good time!   

 

• Is anyone interested in a monthly book group – reading books on topics of our 

faith? Let’s try this out and start with Marcus Borg’s Convictions, but we need to 

set a monthly day and time with a hybrid meeting option. Call or e-mail Sharon 

Magnuson if you’re interested: 773-899-3656 and magnuson1971@comcast.net. 

 

• Don’t forget to check out the Star Words at the bulletin board in the entryway. 

Be open to how the Spirit might guide you with that word through the new year! 

 

• Start watching the sales for bath towels! We are collecting bath towels for the 

Personal Care Kits distributed through Lutheran World Relief. Dark colored 

towels are preferred. (Target has nice ones for only $5!) Personal Care Kits will 

be assembled in April. The list of needed items (in addition to towels) is in 

February’s Olive Press. There is a collection bin for Lutheran World Relief 

supplies in the narthex. Thank you for your support! ~Karla Hills 

 

• Please sign up as worship assistants! 

 

• Church financials are posted on our website at glcportland.org/finances. If you 

don’t know the password, please contact Anna in the office. 

 

• The Change For Good jar is designated for our Open Hands fund for 

community assistance with utilities and small incidental expenses. 

 

• Worship with us on Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505. To join 

by phone, call (253) 215 8782 and enter Meeting ID: 814 7643 6505. Or on 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland. 

 
● Join us for Bible Study! Tuesdays at 10:00 am on Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257 Meeting ID: 830 7617 6257, and in the 

conference room. The topic right now is discernment; we are studying the book, 

Listening for God. 

 

 

 

mailto:magnuson1971@comcast.net
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81476436505
https://www.facebook.com/gethsemaneportland
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83076176257


 

 

 

 

Worship Assistants 

Worship Assistants are always needed! 

To sign up, go to https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh.   

 

Date Cantor Reader Usher/s Communion 

Assistant 

Altar Guild 

Feb. 12 Dick Bemrose  Mary Curtis Laura Britzius Gloria Kelsay  Kim Stoffregen  

Feb. 19 Jay Rector Youth Ernie 

Butenschoen  

Youth  Sharon Lee 

Rachel Coughlin 

Feb. 26 Gloria Kelsay  Ernie 

Butenschoen 

Nona Paxton  Mary Karter   

 

 

 

 
 

Scan to donate directly to GLC (@glcpdx)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://signup.com/go/bDYAHDh


 


